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Vignette 
 
You are a member of an NGO team visiting three conflict-affected nations in West Africa.  Your team is conducting 
a research study on the vulnerabilities of refugee children that will be shared with UN agencies and other 
humanitarian NGOs.  You and members of your team meet with groups that include refugees, returnees, local 
populations, internally displaced persons and humanitarian aid workers.  In the course of your research, you and 
your team unexpectedly hear numerous allegations of abuse by humanitarian workers.  Young girls report 
exchanging sex for urgently needed humanitarian assistance, including soap, medicines, food, and in some cases, 
money.  In other testimony, women who do not receive adequate food rations in the camps are forced into 
prostitution to feed their families.  One woman reports to your team: “I leave my child with my little sister, who is 
ten years old, and I dress good and I go where the NGO workers drink or live and one of them will ask me for sex, 
sometimes they give me things like food, oil, soap and I will sell them and get money.”  Similar claims are made in 
focus groups and interviews in all three countries, across dozens of internally displaced person (IDP) and refugee 
camps that are hundreds of miles apart.  When tallied, your team finds allegations concerning more than 50 
perpetrators, 40 aid agencies, 40 child victims, and 80 separate sources.   
 

1. What is your assessment of the situation? 
 

2. List the conditions or factors that may have contributed to the situation. 
 

3. What actions, if any, would you take to address this situation?  
(a) Why have you chosen these actions? 
(b) Will they be effective?  For whom?  Why or why not? 
(c) Are there potential negative effects to taking action?  If so, what are they? 

 
 

Please list your institution. 
 
Have you taken a JUHAN course before? If yes, how many? 
 
Have you answered these vignette questions before? 
 
In the academic year 2011-2012, were you a freshman, sophomore, junior, or senior? 
 
Identify your gender. 

  
 


