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SHORTER NOTICES 64

ated from Jacques and Raissa Maritain
“Faith as a Way of Knowing” (chap. 5).
and applied their notion of symbol to
experiencing “God through the Sym-
bols of Bible, Liturgy, and Prayer”
(chap. 6). Then Karl Rahner’s profound
teaching of “real symbol™ leads Grif-
fiths to *God beyond the Symbols of the
Religions™ (chap. 9). And, as one of
many examples of Griffiths’s scll-
awareness as “culture bearer.” T, ex-
plains how scriously Griffiths kept la-
boring to prove the coherence of his
Hindu-influenced Christian nondualism
to Western “new scientists” K. Wilber,
F. Capra, and R. Sheldrake.

But beyond usual discourse, T. shows
how Griffiths's recurrent epistemologi-
cal agony between reason and intuition
was resolved ultimately only by his first,
massive stroke, in which, as he said,
“the Mother”™ whacked him n the head
and stilled his left brain’s tumultuous
babble (2-3). Somehow, that endears
Giriffiths.

As to shortcomings, T.'s conclusion
might have pressed the questions ol
Griffiths's critics harder. Also, is dis-
agrcement a sufficient reason for the
rarity ol Griffiths’s dialogue with Hin-
dus in his later years? Finally, T. could
have profitably moved into the main
text his footnote on Panikkar's view
that Griffiths was not the greatest
scholar.

Overall, however, this 1s the finest
book vet written on Bede Griffiths, |
recommend it [or those involved in dia-
logue and in dialogue theology, and for
courses on Eastern and Western culture
and religion.

James D. REDINGTON, S.J. W{}UQS'I‘UCK
Theological Center, Washington

AMERICAN CATHOLICS THROUGH THF
TWENTIETH CENTURY: SPIRITUALITY,
LAy EXPERIENCE, AND PubLic Lire. By
Claire E. Wolltcich, New York: Cross-
road, 2001, Pp. xi + 212. $24.95,

In the century that the laity have been
accounted worthy to be both subject
and object of theological reflection,
conservatives and liberals alike have

_h

agreed that the laity's distinctive char-
acteristic is their secularity. But few
have done serious work on the implica-
tions of this observation. Claire Wolltei-
ch’s outstanding book explores the bor-
ders between theology, spirituality, and
cultural studics, sceking a picture of
how the laity can and should develop a
style of theological reflection appropri-
ale o their secular reality—family, pub-
lic life, work, and the specifically lay
sense of vocation.

W. begins with a history of Amcrican
lay movements before Vatican I, and
cnds with a set of theological and pas-
toral reflections. Sandwiched between,
and the strongest part of the work, 1s 4
close analysis of a series of publc fig-
urcs [or whom balancing public and pri-
vate life has been particularly challeng-
ing. ller studies of John F. Kcnnedy,
Cesar Chavez, Mario Cuomo, and Ger-
aldine Ferraro are particularly thought-
ful. If W. 18 a little harsh on the politi-
cian’s quick recourse 1o a convenient
separation between personal religious
conviction and public responsibilities,
she 1s right to focus her concerns here.
Most Catholic lay pecople do not face
quite the intensity of the challenge that
public figures must meet, but the ele-
ments are much the same. Being a lay
Catholic who is also a responsible citi-
zen of a pluralistic society means com-
ing to terms with how faith and the pub-
lic [orum meet. W.'s view is that there
must be a continuum between faith and
worldly responsibility, and that “practi-
cal reasoning is part of the faithful life.”
At the same time, the theological analy-
sis nceds to be pressed further. To say
that “secular work does nol carn salva-
tion” but “is part of the calling of the
faithful person™ (163) seems still to be a
little too close to the harsher forms of
Luther's two kingdoms theology that
W. claims to want to avoid. A theology
of the world empowered by Catholic
theological impulses, while it certainly
should eschew any language about
“carning”’ salvation, needs to stress that
it 18 secular lifc, and not some other life,
that is the place where salvation 1s of-
fered and received.

PaurL LAKELAND
Fairficld Umversity, Conn.
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