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On Spring Weekend Changes, Everyone Has a Different Story
BY ALEXANDRA STEWART

As student leaders and administrator scrambled
to ease student outrage over plans to change the
University's Spring Weekend format, two themes
were constant: no one was happy with the situation
and virtually everyone placed the responsibility on
someone el e's boulders.
Ashlee Downing '08, programming director for
the Inter Residence Hall Assembly, said her group
- which is responsible for planning Spring Weekend events - was forced to change the format for
the weekend by a combination of three administrators: Director of Residence Life Deb Cady, Dean of
Students Thomas Pellegrino and Vice President for
Student Affairs Mark Reed.
"IRHA did not make the decision," Downing
said. "We were told that the event couldn't be run
as it had in the past. We . . voiced our concerns but

were told that this came from
the administration."
Downing said she and
Mike Wood '07, the townhouse and apartment representative on the IRHA executive board, met with Cady
and Associate Director of
Residence Life Karen Donoghue in late November, and
REED
were told Pellegrino and Reed
wanted the format of the events
changed so that Spam Jam-- the out-door festival held
for juniors and seniors at the townhouses -- would
be combined with May Day, a similar event held for
underclassmen on the quad.
"When we met with the administration there
was no discussion of joining the events," Wood said.
"There was plenty of information on how we'll make

this the best event possible."
Pellegrino and Reed both denied playing any
role in instituting the changes-- statements that were
backed up by Cady.
"I am simply removed from this situation," Reed
said in an e-mail. "If the issue needed to be reviewed
by someone outside the [Office ofResidence Life and
Office of Student Activities], then it would be the
purview of the Dean of Students. However, he too, is
not typically involved in these kinds of things."
Pellegrino did not comment on the issue
other than to say that it appeared IRHA and FUSA
- which staged what it called an "emergency
meeting" on Monday night to officially oppose the
planned changes - had failed to communicate with
one another.
And Cady, reached at her home by phone, said
S EE "WILLIAMS" ON

Great Strides,
But ALong
Way to Go

INSIDE:
DoESITTAKE
ALcoHOL TO

MAKE A TRADITION?

P. 7

EDITORIAL: GET

YouR STORY
STRAIGHT,

P. 9

CHAPIN:
WHAT'S

THE

POINT OF FUSA?

P. 10

P. 7

McConville
Will Not Seek
Re-Election
BY, ANDREW CHAPIN

This article is the second in a series
commemorating Black History Month. Next
week: African-Americans in college sports.

FUSA President Hutch Williams '08 will
be without his running mate for the upcoming
spring election.
Hi.., curr nt vice pre ident, Meg. n M Conville '08. will not

Kevin Dawson, an African-American
assistant professor in Fairfield's history
department, has both a bachelor's degree
and a doctorate under his belt.
As one of seven black professors at
Fairfield, Dawson is in a unique position
to reflect upon the challenges that AfricanAmericans have faced and overcome over
the years.
Dawson's father attended college, but
might not have if he hadn't been given an
athletic scholarship.
His uncle had the grades to get in, but
couldn't afford the financial burden.
"There's a lot more opportunities
across the board for black professors and
students," he said. "Look at my parents'
generation. The opportunities were not
nearly as available."
Indeed, said Renee White, associate
professor of sociology and co-director
of the black studies program at Fairfield,
opportunities for black students in higher
education are far more plentiful than they
were a generation ago.
"From establishing Historically Black
Colleges and Universities (HCBUs) when
denied access to all-white schools to
desegregating universities in the 1950s
onward, we can see how the numbers of
college educated blacks has increased,"
White said.
Students participating in the black
studies program, such as Geoff Middleton
'08, also said universities have made progress in accommodating black students.
"The black middle class in America
has gone from a nonexistence to a prominent statistic over the past 30 years, thanks
to more opportunities given to AfricanAmericans in education," he said.
Middleton, a backup center on the
men's basketball team who is at Fairfield
on an athletic scholarship, added that since
SEE "FAIRFIELD" ON
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BOBBY MORESCO (above) talked to a capacity crowd at the Quick
Center about the ins and outs of writing and producing award-winning
movies, such as '1Crash," and "MiUion Dollar Baby." He told the crowd
to "write what you want to write~ not what you're getting paid for." For an
xclusive interview with Moresco, go to P. 8. For a story on the event and
ore; go to WWW.FAIRFIELDMIRROR.COM..

run for re-election,
leaving a critical
position in next
year's student government vacant.
"l will not be
running for the
position of FUSA
vice president in
the upcoming
elections," she
McCoNVILLE
said. "Due to the
summer commitment of FUSA I will be unable to fulfill that
duty."
This ''hard" decision, as McConville
described it, was made in large part due to her
future after college.
"As I am an upcoming enior I have had
many discussions with mentors as well as
interviewers, family and the Career Planning
Center and the decision I have made is that I
need to commit this upcoming summer to an
internship which will give me experience and
assistance in determining what it will be that
l may endeavor after college," McConville
said, "My choice not to run is not a lack of
commitment or dedication to FUSA, and I am
definitely looking to stay involved and fulfill
another position within FUSA,"
Williams said he understands McConville's decision and the value of internships
in future career opportunities.
"Megan is a business major and like most
business majors, internships are critical," he
said. "She's going in that direction and I completely support her; it's a good decision."
Instead of expressing animosity toward
his vice president, Williams is looking forward
to the upcoming election and the search for a
new running mate.
"The last thing I would want her to do
would be to come back and not be fully focused," he said. "She'll definitely be missed.
SEE "McCoNVILLE" oN
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Students Upset Over Locking of Townhouse Basements
BY ANDREW CHAPIN

Dan Raymond '08, a resident of townhouse 156, feels he got the raw end of the
deal when the University locked his basement last semester. And he still has an ax to
grind with the administration for their actions.
"The decision is based solely on an overzealous administrative official who gave
little to no consideration of any of the mitigating circumstances involved," he said.
"The procedure was completely arbitrary."
In explaining the situation, Raymond presented an argument not unfamiliar to complaints against the Residence
Life staff.
"We got in trouble not because of a noise complaint or
because of alcohol violations but rather because townhouse
managers with nothing better to do decided to look in our
basement window and seize the opportunity to write us up,"
he said.
·
Senior Manager of the-townhouses and apartments Mike
Wood '07, however, said that the managers can only deal with
the situation in front of them.
"All we do is write down what we see and it's out of our
hands," he said.
Defending his staff, Wood said that the townhouse managers are there to assist students.
"Townhouse managers are a liaison between the school
and students; they can then explain the process [of documentation] to students," he said.
Dean of Students Tom Pellegrino feels that townhouse
residents ac_knowledged the University basement policy when
they signed their lease agreement and are, therefore, held to
this contract.
Locked Up: Townhouse
"The spaces were never designed or intended for students ments are locked.
to live, congregate and/or socialize there," he said. "Among
other things, they are not safe places, particularly when it comes to access and egress
in a time of emergency."
Pellegrino further explained general reasons why townhouse basements can be
locked.

"Basements will usually be locked if students either do not comply with a warning
following a routine health and safety inspection or if a violation of the code of conduct
(e.g., alcohol or drug policy) is tied to basement usage," Pellegrino said in an e-mail.
Associate Dean of Students and Director of Residence Life Deborah Cady acknowledged that the school did offer students the chance to rectify basement issues
before further inspections.
"Townhouse residents did receive an initial warning on their first failed inspection
and were given the opportunity to correct the situation," she said. "It was the townhouse
residents that failed on multiple occasions that had their
basement locked."
Mike Vigario '08, however, disputed this claim when
residents of townhouse 156 had their basement locked.
"We went to a hearing where the decision was made
before we spoke a word," he said. "It made no difference
that we came to the hearing, and it made no difference
what arguments we made; our basement was getting locked
regardless."
Lauren Campbell '08, who lives in townhouse 134,
has had her basement locked as well.
But she felt that the general issue of locked townhouse
basements could have been avoided if the University was
consistent in its policy.
"It is the school's job to produce safe living space
for on campus residents," she said. "If the school wanted
all the basements locked, they should have done it in the
beginning of the year."
In taking this step, Campbell felt that the University
is essentially doing damage control to compeJ:~Sate for the
Elyse Raby/ The Mirror conflicting policy.
"Unfortunately and unfairly, the school's attempt to
residents fume as baseregulate their own errors has left a great deal of the junior
class with permanent marks on their records," she said.
Pellegrino, though, reiterated that the current actions being taken by the administration are necessary.
"As opposed to not reacting at all, I think it is the appropriate step to take," he
said.
-<

Damages in Dorms for '06-'07 Already Surpass Last Year
BY I<ERI HARRISON

With the second semester underway, housing damages in the residence halls for the first semester have come
in, and the costs appear to surpass last year's total.
According to Director of Housing Operations Gary
Stephenson, operation charges totalled $27,000 for fall
semester.
Custodial charges, which were not released, could
add an estimated 40 percent to that number, Stephenson
added.
From Nov. 17 to Jan. 21, the total charges were
$13,000.
Although specific numbers for each dorm were
not given by the Office of Residence Life, Jogues· Hall
has the most damage with Regis Hall trailing in a close
second.
The problem in Jogues, however, concerns Stephenson the most.
"I'm curious about what's going on in Jogues,"
said Stephenson. "It is disheartening to see vandalism,"
especially in a residence hall that is fuJI of sophomores
and non-tripled rooms.
The damage in Jogues, compared to other dorms on
the Quad, is more "malicious" because emergency and
exit signs have been tom down and stolen.
This puts the building and students' lives in jeopardy
if an emergency were to occur, according to Deborah
Cady, associate dean of students and director of Residence Life.
Cady said the majority of damage in other residence
halls is linked to vomit cleanup.
"[Freshmen are] testing the waters while not knowing limits with alcohol," she said.
What the students have to realize, Cady added, is that
their behavior affects not only their peers but someone's
job, as well. She encourages students to "take it up as
a community issue" and realize that they are "part of a
community and part of a home."
Jason Downer, the area coordinator for Gonzaga and
Loyola halls, has noticed that certain types of "reckless
behavior" have caused damage such as cleanup, broken
windows and doors, removal of signs, and an elevator
re-inspection.
He explained that the bill for the damages is split up
among residents of the-building according to charged ac-

cording to where the damage took place. If damage occurs on a specific floor and the culprit is unknown, the
bill must be footed by students living on that floor.
However, if the damage occurs in a universal
part of the building, such as the front door, the entire
building is held responsible.
Downer said some students consider this policy
unfair if they have not taken part in the vandalism.
However, students must realize that they are living in
a community.
"Take responsibility for your building," he said.
"It's still your home.'1
Regis Hall resident Allison Floyd '1 0 expressed
concern about housing damages.
"It's disappointing to get back to your dorm at
night and see that the plate glass window has been
smashed or the TV in the lounge kicked in," she
said.
Stephenson recognizes that not all students partake
in the vandalism but believes that the current policy of
dispersing costs among all residents for unattributed
damage is fair and "transparent," since none of it is
kept from the students.
· He hopes to "embrace an implicit community
code," much like the honor code and code of conduct,
where students come forward and address their community.
Stephenson recognizes that students are usually
reluctant to come forth if they know any information
but hopes this will change in the future.
Cady agrees with Stephenson, saying that she
"hopes students realize actions in the halls affect the
community as a whole as well as their pockets, and they
are holding their peers accountable."
The Office of Residence Life intends to build
a relationship with students and their families, who
sometimes voice concern over housing damages, beyond the four years.
This can occur when the policy has critical transparency in addition to the installation of an honor code
in the community.
Sebastian Sarmiento/ The Mirror
Floyd encourages her fellow students to pick up
their act as well.
Breakin' It: One example of housing damages from last semester.
"It's too bad because it reflects on all of us and we
all wind up paying for damages caused by someone
else," Floyd said.
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New "Green" Position
Awaiting Budget Approval

Why Go to Class When You
Can Download It?

Universities nationwide have already
recognized the need for a singular, specified
Fairfield's campus contains more than role for steering campus-wide recycling.
Richard Miller, director of environmen30 buildings for academics and instruction,
student and Jesuit residence, performing arts, tal policy at the University of Connecticut,
athletics and student activities. All require acknowledges the importance of the recycling
daily upkeep by various members of the coordinator position.
maintenance staff. In recent years, one major
"UConn does not have a single camarea of campus-wide initiatives has gained pus recycling coordinator; the function is
importance: recycling.
somewhat dispersed among four or five
Last fall, faculty, staff and students departments across the university," said
gathered to propose the paid position of a Miller. "From my perspective, this has been
recycling coordinator here at Fairfield to the a problem, and we're working on possible
University budget committee. The position solutions. A campus recycling coordinator
is currently awaiting budget approval for the is the way to go. Yale, Keene State, Cornell
next fiscal year, according to Joe Bouchard, and UVM are just a few schools who operate
fire marshal and safety officer.
successfully with this model."
"The position has been requested through
Other institutions are also turning to a
the University budget committee but their de- student-run position. Alexandria Wojick, a
liberations are on-going, so it wiJI be some senior at SUNY New Paltz, was hired for the
time before we know if the position will be 20-hour per week position.
funded," said Ric Taylor, associate vice presi"A full year after the internship and the
dent of campus planning and operations.
first pilot [recycling] program, the professor
Several faculty members and offices, who had been involved all this time someincluding Campus Operations, maintain recy- h<;>w convinced the facilities department to
cling coordination. Yet, recycling is not their take on a temporary service student as the
primary responsibiUty and sustainability may campus recycling coordinator," said Wojcik.
not be given the attention it demands.
"As one of the only students still around and
"Someone needs to be the point per- actively involved since the internship, I was
son. Someone
approached to
must steward
take on this new
the initiatives,"
role."
said Dina FranThough
ceschi, associWojcik enjoys
ate professor
her job, she
of economics
believes there
and one of the
shou ld be a
"full-time staff
individuals inperson to overvolved in cur- '
see the effort."
rent recycling
Bouchard,
coordination.
Franceshi and
Courtney
Siegert agree
Siegert '07,
that by allowpresident of the
Student En viLauren Tuthill/The Mirror ing a student
ron mental As- Job Hunt: FU might hire new recycling coordinator
to fill the posisociation (SEA),
tion, constant
re-training
due
to
graduation
and scheduling
sees value in hiring a recycling coordinator
on campus.
conflicts is inevitable.
Nonetheless, the success of any recycling
"I'm not sure that students outside of
SEA seem to understand the dilemma cur- program depends on the recycling coordinarently faced on campus where the role of a tors' interactions with the student body.
''There's no way a student program could
potential director is divided up into many
departments across the campus and are not be successful without increased student parcoordinated and therefore are not do not reach ticipation," said Bouchard.
the full potential," she said.
Alyssa Ginelli '09 believes that havBouchard said the position, which he ing a· recycling coordinator would improve
views as a 35-hour per week position, must be Fairfield's image.
"Recycling on campus is important and
filled. The selected individual must be able to
communicate well with students, faculty and would help to make it more beautiful," said
staff and "will need to coordinate all aspects Ginelli. "I think overall it is a great idea. If it
is worked out properly, it would be great."
of sustainability," he said.

tive attributes of utilizing podcasts in the
classroom.
"I can see uses for uploading segments
Justin Timberlake. The Beatles. Pro- of videos or speeches etc, which would refessor Richard Regan.
lieve class, but then the class could discuss
Fairfield English professor Richard the issues raised in the podcast material,"
Regan uses media technology to make his he said
Shakespeare classes more enjoyable and
"I think there are places and spaces
educational for his students. But could his within academic life where technologies
use of podcasting, in particular, actually like podcasts have a purpose," Gudelunas
decrease student attendance?
said.
Attending class could become a thing
Regan has found some of those places
of the past as podcasting provides students and spaces. He is already using podcasts
with lectures at their fingertips.
in his Shakespeare I and Jl classes. ReThe Univergan records
s ity of Florida
his class
recently began
lectures <;>n
providing class
his iPod and
lectures in the
then uploads
form of audio and
them onto
video podcasts.
iTunes UniRather than going
versity.
to class, students
"I make
can download· a
podcasts
podcast of their
available
class lecture and
to stude,nts
listen to it on their
so they can
own time.
re-hear imMeghan Popportant conJames Nguyen/The Mirror
ick '07 doesn't Podcasts instead of class? Professors upload their cepts, as a
think podcasting lectures onto iTunes to aid students' studying habits. supplement
lectures are someto class prething that could work at Fairfield because sentation," he said . Regan provides
it would cause students to skip class. Stu- podcasts of every class through iTunes
dents pay a great deal for class interaction University and takes attendance at every
with classmates, she said.
class.
"It would take away from the small
According to Fairfield's Web site,
classes," Popick said.
Fairfield was invited to join iTunes UniPopick's older sister, Kathleen, gradu- versity. "The program essentially provides
ated from the University of Florida in 2006 Fairfield with its own ' home site' within
with a Masters in Education and took a iTunes where Computer and Network
Services can create courses for faculty
course that provided podcast lectures.
"She never went to class," Popick members to upload content for their stusaid. Kathleen Popick is now a fourth dents," the Web site said.
Because Regan lectures and shows
grade teacher.
"I think [providing lectures as pod- videos of Shakespeare plays during most
casts) would be a good use of technology," class meetings, he also uploads video onto
said Alex Lee '09. "But some people might iTunes University.
"It's so much fun," he saiO. "I don't
not go to class."
mind
doing it."
Lee said that if he were in a course that
Regan
has found that students are doprovided lectures as podcasts, he would
ing better in his Shakespeare courses and
attend "sometimes."
"I wouldn't worry too much about he attributes that to the supplementary material he is providing them on iTunes Uniskipping class," said Brian Davey '08.
Some professors feel that this op- versity. On the second test he administers
tion takes away from the Jesui! ideals of during the semester, Regan said he finds
that student's grades drop. Last semester
Fairfield.
"I don't even teach two sections of students did just as well on this second test
the same course the same way," Informa- as they did on the first test, he said.
While students might like the option
tion Systems and Operations Management
professor Winston Tellis said. " How would of skipping class and not missing material,
I burn a podcast once and have no opportu- they also see podcasts as a positive supplenity to explain something to a student who ment to class time.
Brenna McEntee '08 is taking Dr.
does not understand the material?"
"We pride ourselves on 'cura persona- Susan Campbell's Maternity course in the
lis'- the care of the whole person," Tellis School of Nursing and class lectures are
added. "Getting to know the students in provided in podcast form:
"I find it to be really helpful," McEntheir own context; how will that happen if
tee
said.
Being able to download and Listen
the student is not in class?"
"I like to hear what my students are to a podcast of a lecture allows McEntee
thinking and I count on my students to to catch concepts she might have missed
challenge me in the classroom as well," in her notes and prepare for tests.
But for non-major classes, McEntee
said communication professor David
Gudelunas. " I think that in our class thinks podcast lectures would have an ophere are Fairfield there is a dynamic in posite affect.
" If my religion or philosophy class
that classroom that can't be time-shifted
was on a 1>9dcast, I don't think I'd go,"
through technology."
Politics professor John Orman she said.
"It's good as a supplement, if they
agrees.
"If you podcast to individuals you miss class or need clarification, it's helpwould miss the dynamic of class interac- ful," Jenn Stedman '07 said.
"Don't get me wrong, I can't walk
tion and discussion," he said. "I like the
from
point A to point B without my iPod,"
communal aspect of listening to music and
Gudelunas
said. "But I prefer some Peter,
media. I also like the comm.unal aspect of
Bjorn and John to a lecture on Peter, Bjorn
the college classroom."
· Tellis does see, however, the posi- and John."

BY ALEXANDRA GROSS

Full.5od_y Massage and Retlexolo~
Student Discount with Student ID
(Save 40% or more before 5pm)

Gift Certificates available tor Valentine's
other occasion

BY MEGHAN TOUMEY
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Vandalism and Narcotics
Violations Prevalent on Campus

OR

The Independent Student Newspaper of Fairfield University
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BY SHANNON

KEITH

Thursday, Feb. 1

Ben Doody
EDITOR IN CHIEF

Sunday,Feb.4

3:04 p.m. A female reported the vandalism of her
vehjcle while parked at the townhouses. The report is still
under investigation.

12:00 a.m. Three alcohol violations occurred, which
required the students involved to receive medical attention.

4:27 p.m. A student reported his iPod stolen from his
vehicle.

1:13 p.m. A vehicle was reported as vandalized while
parked at the townhouses.

10:19 p.m. A former student and a
current student were arrested for narcotics
violation in the Village.
10:28 p.m. Students in Campion Hall
were written up for disorderly conduct.
They are being referred to judicial.

Friday, Feb. 2
10:30a.m.Afemale filed a harassment
report against her ex-boyfriend. The report
is still under investigation.
11:53 p.m. Students were arrested for a
narcotics violation outside Regis Hall. They were referred
to the Fairfield Police Department.

10:15 p.m. An RA from Jogues
Hall reported a broken window in
building. The window was fixed immediately, however the suspect is still
investigation.

Christina Stoddard
ASSISTANT MANAGING EDITOR

The Print Edition
News Department
Phone Number (203) 256-6600
Edicor in Chief Phone Number (203) 256·6529
EDITORS

10:43 p.m. A narcotics violation
cun·ed at the townhouses. The students
were referred to the Fairfield Pol·
Department.

Monday,Feb.S
1:06 a.m . Fire signs were
and torn down in Jogues Hall. There
currently no suspects.

Thesday, Feb. 6
Saturday, Feb. 3
2:32 a.m. A window at the townhouses was broken
after a rock was thrown at it. The student adm itted to the
vandalism and is being referred to judicial.

Mari Heenan
MANAGING EDITOR

12:03 a.m. A narcotics violation occurred in J
Hall. T he case is being handled by the Fairfield Police
Department.
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BE A MIRROR ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE. The
Advertising Director of The Mirror is seeking
undergraduate students to grow and service the
Mirror's advertising clientele. Responsibilities
Include site visits and phone correspondence
for ad sales. Work on your own schedule. Paid
position, commission of sales. Freshmen and
sophomores preferred. Contact Rob Fitzgerald,
Advertising Director at rob.fitz@gmall.com
PHOTOGRAPHERS WANTED. The Photography
Editors are looking for students Interested In
taking pictures. Minimal experience requir-ed.
Contact one of the Photography Editors for more
information at mirrorphoto@gmall.com
WRITERS WANTED. Section editors are looking
for people to write on a weekly basis. E-mail
Assistant Managing Editor Christina Stoddard If
interested at stoddard.christina@gmail.com
JOBS
Winter I Spring Positions Available
Earn up to $150 per day
Exp not Required. Undercover shoppers needed
To Judge Retail and Dining Establishments
Call800-722-4791
WAITSTAFF
The Fairfield County Hunt Club is seeking
experienced waitstaff. Part time lunch and dinner
shifts available. Call 203-227-8445 x106
SPEND SPRING AND SUMMER WEEKENDS BY
THE BEACH
Awesome Spring and Summer weekends in
Westport!!!! This babysiting job is for 2 boys 8
years and 4 years old. Very laid back family (who

will be around) needs an extra pair of hands,
someone who drives and someone who is fun'
and independent..We will not need you 2411 but
will pay you for your commitment. Needs to sleep
over or be available early mornings. Pay btw.
$150 and $250. Caii-Jodi917-494-9455 or email
gojodl@aol.com. Begins May 15- September
, 15th. Piece of cake job ... Hurry!

DEPUTY C.F.O. .......................... Christopher Tsombanos
ADVERTISING'DIRECTOR. ....................... Rob Fitzgerald

ADVISOR

Cindy Simoneau
TO·CONTACf US:

. PART-TIME BABYSITTER WANTED
Needed two nights a week, Tuesaay 3.30pm till
9pm and Thursdays 3.30pm till 7pm
Call 203 227 0344, Paula
LOCAL KARATE SCHOOL SEEKING PART TIME
HELP
Req: Responsible, Physically Fit, Must Like Kids.
No Exp Nee. M-Th 2:45-6:30. Call for Interview.
(203)319-9989
RENTALS
HOUSE FOR RENT. 3 Bedroom house for rent
on Fairfield Beach Road. Spacious living area,
washer/dryer, large backyard. Showing for
Summer '07 and Fall '07. 1300 sq ft. Excellent
Condition.
call Mark (917)733-8577
FAIRFIELD BEACH ROAD -- Charming, fullyfurnished cottage available for Sept '07 to midMay '08. Ideal for 2-3 occupants. Bedroom +
spiral staircase to loft. Sliders to huge deck
w/dock directly on wide canal across street from
Long Island Sound and beach. Gas heat, woodburning stove, washer-dryer, track lights. $1,950
monthly. Close to end of road, not beginning.
Fairfield U students are currently renting this
cottage. Phone to see. 227-7097.

MAIL: 1073 North Benson Road, Box AA,
Fairfield University, Fairfield, Cf 06824
OFFICE: Barone Campus Center Room 104
MEETINGS: Thursday, 6 p.m., Mirror Office
E·MAIL: themirror@sc.agweb.fairfield.edu
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Fairfield Targeting Faculty of Color When Conducting Searches
CoNTINUED FROM P.

University President Fr. Jeffrey von Arx's
inauguration, "there has been significant
increases in the minority student population" and diversity initiatives on Fairfield's
campus, as well.
According to the Fairfield Online Fact
Book, however, there are only 67 black
undergraduates out of 4,008 total undergraduates, few of whom are involved in
black studies.
Yohuru Williams, professor of history and co-director of the black studies program, said there are currently 14
students involved in the black studies
program. This number represents a dramatic increase from six years ago when
the program began.
" It's a great asset and employers
look upon that favorably, and most of
the students we've recruited have been
people who are moving either in the field
of education or who recognize the value
of pursuing that kind of concentration and
what it will do for them in the long term
professionally," he said.
For nursing and education students
especially, he said that "it's imperative that
you know something about the people and
the culture and the environment in which
you' re going to work."
Williams also applauded the administration for doubling Fairfield's black
faculty last year, bringing the current
number to seven out of 360 undergraduate
professors.
"One of the things they ' re doing
already is being proactive when they
conduct searches and being very clear
about marketing Fairfield as a place where
diversity is valued, he said. " But more
importantly, [Fairfield is] targeting and
identifying places where faculty of color
are more likely to look for jobs."
White said she is also pleased with
this progress but acknowledged that more
can be done.
"Of course this is a very small number, but it is notable that four of us were
hired the same year," she said. "It seems
to me that as the University continues to
move toward its explicit goals regarding
a more representative campus, we will
need to see more faculty of color, not just
black faculty."
According to statistics from U.S.
Department of Education, in 2003 only
5.6 percent of total faculty in universities
nationwide were black. This is up from a
mere 5.1 percent in 1992.
Williams said that other universities
of comparable size have created more

1

National

Fairfield U.

opportunities for black students and
Population of the U.S.
Fairfield Undergrad Community
faculty than Fairfield, but that there was
Source:
U.S.
Census
Bureau,
2000
Source: Fairfield University, 2007
a legitimate sense of optimism among
36.4
black faculty that von Arx would follow
through on goals laid out in his strategic
plan to increase diversity among students
and faculty alike. "Father von Arx has
articulated a very clear vision for the University that values diversity and places
diversity among one of his chief goals for
the University, and those things are very
" Undergraduate teaChers and students
positive," Williams said. "I think Fairfield
Faculty in Universities Nationwide
Faculty at Fairfield University
will catch up very quickly."
Source: National Center for Education Statistics, 2003
Source: Fairfield University, 2007
Michael Traverzo '08, a black stud7
ies minor, said he thinks Fairfield will
65,999
see more progress when students take
personal interest in diversity.
"With our school not being so diverse, we need to take the opportunity to
learn about different cultures and races
yourself," he said. "Knowing all that
African- Americans have experienced is
just the beginning. We have to take the
knowledge that we have learned and apNational Bachelor Degree Recipients Fairfield '07 Bachelor Degree Canidadtes
ply it to our everyday lives."
Source: National Center for Education Statistlcs, 2003
Source: Fairfield University, 2007
Black studies minor Lauren Calla117,774
•Black
han '08, a white student, said she shares
• non-Black
Traverzo's ideas but still sees problems
with what she considers a homogeneous
environment at Fairfield.
"The efforts for diversity are wellintentioned," she said. "But the common
tendency among [black) students is to
hang out together."
Middleton said he recognizes a
similar trend.
Info-graphic by Marl Heenan/ The Mirror
"Incoming minorities for the most
part have begun to find commun ity
within themselves, which I guess is good
for keeping them happy and willing to
continue to attend this school," he said.
" But at the same time, this fails to really
reach the point of diversifying the campus
through the intermingling of race in social
activities and events."
Williams believes there is no immediate solution t{? this problem, but it is up
to universities to p,rovide a comfortable
atmosphere in which all students can
communicate.
"Universities should create an environment where students of color feel comfortable, welcome, feel like they are going
to be part of the social and cultural feel of
the campus," he said. ''The universities
that have neglected that duty have found
that [their programs] are still plagued by
ignorance that manifests itself in destructive ways toward campus unity."

------- --------

------- --------
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ARE YOU INTERESTED IN TREATMENT?
Yale University is conducting a treatment study
with a new medication in conjunction with
Naltrexone for relapse prevention.
For more Information call:

STS Flight Finder

Danlelle at (203) 974-5723 or
TM

Save Hundreds on Spring Break Packages!!!
Search airfares to Mexico and the Caribbean and
save up to $300 per person. Best Deals Guaranteed!

1-800-648-4849 I www.ststravel.com

Zubaida at (203) 974-5781
1

You will be PAID up to

$250 for participation.

ALL INFORMATION IS HELD CONFIDENTIAL
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Counseling Services Attempt to Curb Suicide Trends McConville Not
to Run in '07

BY CAROLINE SCHERBARTH

In 2000, Massachusetts Institution of Technology sophomore
Elizabeth Shin committed suicide in her dorm room by lighting
herself on fire.
Quickly after Shin's suicide, her parents sued the university
for wrongful death.
Suicide ranks second in the causes of death of college students, claiming 1,100 lives each year, accoraing to an article in
People Magazine's December issue.
With the heightening threat of liability lawsuits against
schools, universities nationwide have begun to take a more
proactive approach toward the psychological well-being of their
students.
Schools, such as George Washington University in Washington, D.C., forbid students who pose physical harm to themselves
and possibly mental harm to others from living on campus
At Fairfield, the student handbook says, "In matters that are
not related to student conduct but rather speak to the health, safety
or welfare of a student or the community, the dean or designee(s)
may take whatever action necessary to alleviate that concern, up

Annual Suicides in Connecticut for 18 to 22-year-olds
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Source: National Center ror Injury Prevention Control
Marl Heenan/ The Mirror

Annual s uicide rates in Connecticut fluctuate up and down, but
Counseling Services at FU urge you to get help.

to and including removing the student from the University."
But Dr. Elise Harrison, assistant director of Fairfield University's Counseling and Psychological Services (CPS) said this
action is uncommon.
"In rare cases, a student is required to take an involuntary
withdrawal when Fairfield University is concerned that the
student's safety and welfare caruiot be accommodated here,"
said Harrison.
CPS is responsible for helping students who are in psychological distress. It provides free, confidential psychotherapy for
any student feeling depressed or suicidal.
"When .a student becomes suicidal, our emphasis is on the
,safety and care of the individual student. Each situation is considered individually," said Harrison.
She added: "Students are most often taken to a local emergency room. A thorough evaluation and recommendation by a
psychiatrist is carefully considered. In most cases, the psychiatrist, parents, the student and CPS staff discuss the best course
of action."
CPS gives a National Depression Screening every October
and encourages students to attend. If one attains a high score it
may indicate that the individual is depressed.
Other colleges are also taking positive routes to help students such as a raffle for a free iPod for those who fill out a
depression survey and the installation of counselors in dorms
for easier access.
Students, including Stephanie Clapp, '10, said they feel
comfortable knowing that Fairfield is aware of how prevalent
suicide is on college campuses.
"I think Fairfield takes a good stance on the issue," she said.
"If a student is depressed they should try to work through it and
with the counseling services on campus. Students are provided
with a different support system than the one they might find at
home."
No matter what steps schools take to help their students,
Harrison said it is vital for family and friends to take note when
a loved one seems to be depressed or is contemplating taking
his or her own life.
According to www.halfofus.com, a Web site in partnership
with Fairfield University that informs students about depression,
suicide and other physical or mental illnesses, there are warning
signs that loved ones may be depressed including change in appetite and sleeping patterns, fatigue or loss of energy, difficulty
concentrating, and recurrent thoughts of death.
"When a friend or fami ly member talks about suicide take it
very seriously," said Harrison. "Suicide is [about] life and death.
Get help. Don't try to deal with your friend's struggle alone."

Casual Dining & Take Out
STUDENT
SPECIALS!
Micro Brewed
Beer& Wine

GRILL
Gyros, Chicken & Burgers

Best Greek &
Best Middle
Eastern

STUDENT SPECIALS
One free beer with any platter. Dine in only.
Offer valid with student ID.
$2.50 bottled beer all day on Wednesdays.
*Must be 21 years or older to consume alcohol.
Burger
Cheeseburger
Mushroom Burger
Bacon Cheeseburger
w/ cheese & onions

Pizza Burger
Buffalo Wings
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I'll have to find a running mate and get his or
her name out there."
However, that running mate has not yet
been announced because of reasons simi Jar to
McConville's decision to step aside.
"The same reason why Megan asked
to leave is why these people can't commit,"
he said.
McConville also said she wondered why
she had been left out of a meeting involving
improved beach relations, a group with which
she had worked closely since the summer.
"There were two meetings in the past
week I wish I could have been a part of and,
quite frankly, I was expecting to be a part
of. One of which I was not informed was
happening," she said. "The beach meeting
this past week has been something I was the
contact for and member of since the summer.
But unfortunately I was not aware of the past
meeting l_ast week."
But WiWams maintained that McConville is still a part of his team and attributed
the apparent snub to nothing more than a
mix- up.
"It was a miscommunication, the perfect
word to describe what happened," he said.
"She is an integral part of my executive
team."
Regardless, students said they realized
the importance of the work McConville is
doing.
"From what I've heard, vice president
seems to be a thankless job," said Caitlin
Rose '08. "I don't blame her for stepping
down. How long can you do a job and get
no thanks?"
Katie Bakarich '08 felt similarly that
McConville's work often goes unnoticed.
"She really doesn't get any recognition," she said. "It definitely makes you think
why the vice president doesn't want to run
again."

·Healthcare centered on
•
empower1ng
our nurses

Stamford Hospital is the only hospital in Connecticut - and one of only ten in the country - to
receive both the prestigious Magnet Award for nursing excellence and Planetree designation
for our commitment t o patient-centered care and caring for our caregivers. We've also been
given st at e approval to add open heart surgery and elective angiopla sty to our cardiac
services, and will begin that program in 2007.

*must have a schoo/10

MasterCard &
Visa accepted

Graduate
Nurses &
Externship
Program

CONTINUED FROM P.

$5.50
$6.00
$6.45
$6.45
$6.25
$7.95

Deluxe
$8.00
$8.50
$8.95
$8.95

Second Place - Weekly Best of Fairfield County
Best Greek
Gyro

Souvlaki
Chicken Kabob
Grilled Chicken
All served with a pita and r..atziki. tomato and onion.
Your choice of sandwich or platter.

$8.75

All burgers served wl lettuce. tom(J!o & onions 011
an artisan bakery bun. All deluxe burgers served wl
lettuce. tomato, onioru, coles/aw.jrenchjries & pickle.

Best Middle Eastern
Falafel
Chicken Kabob
Grilled Chicken
All served with a pita and /uummts. Israeli salad and
rahini. Your choice of sandwich or platter.

1485 Black Rock Turnpike
Fairfield • Connecticut
203.334.GYRO • 203.334.4976

www.biggyro.com

Graduate Nurses
Sign-on Bonus up to $1 0,000
(prorated for part-time)
Explore one of the followi ng opportunities:
• 6-month OR Residency
• 3-month Critical Care/Cardiac Residency
• 8-week Med/Surg Orient ation Program in General
Surgery, Medicine, Oncology, and Ortho/Neuro
To confirm our commitment to our employees, we
provide a total rewards package that includes competitive compensation, first day health and
dental for eligible employees, and so much more.

Student Nurse Externship
Turn theory into practice with Partners in Practice. This program will help you bridge the
gap between education and practice, gain valuable clinica l experience, and provide a
hands-on structured experience. This is a Summer program with 8 or 12-hour rotating
shifts where you'll work under the direct supervision of a Nurse Preceptor in your area of
interest. To qualif'y for this extraordinary opportunity, you must be enrolled in an accredited
school of nursing in yourj unior year with a GPA of 2.7 or higher.
To join Fairfield County's only Magnet and Planetree hospital, call 203-276-7827 for Graduate
positions or 203-276-5596 for Externship positions. You may also email your resume to:
smcelhatton@stamhealth.org For more information, visit our website at: www.stamfordhospital.org

~~- S TA M f Q R D IThe
Regional
Center

\•

HOS PITAL

forHealth

Affiliate Columbia University-College of Physicians &Surgeons
Member NewYork-Presbyterian Healthcare System
A Planetree Hospital
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Williams: "There Are Ways to Make it Work"
CONTINUED FROM P.

1

that despite the comments by Downing and Wood, the decision to consolidate the events was hers alone.
The decision, she said, was made because, in order for
the University not to be held liable for possible damages,
all alcohol provided by the University would have to be in
a so-called "beer garden", an area roped off from the rest of
the grounds.
"I told [IRHA) if they wanted alcohol at the event a
liquor license had to be obtained, and that could only be attained if they had a beer garden," she said. " I wouldn't sign
for it and no one in Residence Life would sign for it. "
FUSA, expressing a strong desire to maintain the tradition of having an event for upperclassmen at the townhouses,
voted Monday to form a committee charged with exploring
the possibility of an event separate from that sponsored by
IRHA.
The consensus among FUSA officers and other students
was that Spam Jam - which became the centerpiece of Spring

Weekend in 2001 after a town injunction put an end to the
legendary Clam Jam celebration at Fairfield Beach - should
continue in something resembling its current form.
The committee faces an up-hill battle because of a new
school policy that prohibits students from having kegs, and
by the fact that the liquor permit the University currently
has only allows for alcohol to be served in a "controlled
environment."
Last year, when kegs were still allowed, townhouse
resident and former Mirror Photography Editor and Business
Manager Bill McBain '07 obtained a liquor permit.
This year though, in order for an event similar to the
traditional one to take place, either a student would have to
find a loop-hole in the school's keg policy, or the University
would have to sign off on serving alcohol at the townhouses
- something that appears highly unlikely.
"The reason that I've heard - but this is something we
can try to work around - that the idea of having kegs up at
the townhouses [will not be permissible] is that there's too
much traffic in that area and the question is if a person gets

into an aJcohol-related accident, how can they be sure that
it wasn't because of [the University's] alcohol?" said FUSA
President Hutch Williams '08.
Though Williams said he believes abiding by the law and
achieving a controlled environment for the events are vital,
he thinks the location of the Spring Weekend events should
still be up for debate.
"The beer garden is the only thing that has to stay the
way it is, the location of it is up for discussion," said Williams. "I believe there are ways to work around the problems
and make it safe enough where we can have students drink
responsibly."
Wood went on to say it would be " impossible" for the exploratory committee put together at the "emergency meeting"
on Monday to do anything differently than IRHA has done so
far to keep Spam Jam and May Day as separate events.
" It won't change," he said, " unless they get the aforementioned deans to change their minds and get Pellegrino to
change the handbook."

IN THEIR WORDS
A RouND-UP OF WHo SAID WHAT AsouT SPRING WEEKEND
I

"IRHA did not make the decision. We were told that the event couldn't be run as it had in the past. We voiced our concerns but were
told that this came .from the (administration"- IRHA Programming Director Ashlee Downing '08.

i
I

"/am simply removed from this situation, If the issue needed to be revie1-ved by someone outside the [Office of Residence Life and

Office of Student Activities], then it would be the pun•ieu· of the Dean of Students. However, he too, is not typically involveq in these
kinds of things." -Vice President for Student Affairs Mark Reed
'

ui told [IRHA] if they wanted alcohol at the event a liquor license had to be obtained, and that could only be attained if they had a
beer garden, I wouldn't sign for it and no one in Residence Life would sign for it." - Director of Residence Life Deb Cady

"The·beer garden is the only thing that has to stay the way it is, the location of it is up for discussion. I believe there are ways to work
around the problems and make it safe enough where we can have students drink responsibly." - FUSA President Hutch Williams '08

"The student body ofFairfield University expects the Inter- Residential Hall Association to be responsible for planning two events,
Spam Jam and May Day .... Spam Jam should be open only to Juniors and Seniors. It therefore should be held at, or around the
townhouses." - "Emergency Resolution" passed by the FUSA Senate by a 24-3 margin

Does it Take Alcohol to Make a Tradition?
BY ALEXANDRA STEWART

The consolidation of S pam Jam and
May Day into one joint event has both
students and administration talking about
whether students are upset about losing
a tradition or simply losing an excuse to
party.
Matt Dinnan, associate dean of students and director of student activities,
feels that traditions at Fairfield are too
closely linked to alcohol.
"If drinking is our tradition we might
want to rethink what we think traditions
are," he said.
"The real problem is that every
Fairfield tradition has to have alcohol,"
said Director of Residence Life Deb Cady.
"So few of our population are of drinking
age, so alcohol shouldn't be a central part
of it."

Associate Director of Resid ence Life
Kare n Donog hue agreed with Cady.
"If the problem the students have with
the combined event revolves around the
alcohol, then the only solution is the o ne
we're giving them," she said.
Students said they understand JRHA's
desire to combine the events in order to
support school unity but still want to have
two separate events to continue the Spam
Jam tradition that most students link to
the time-honored Clam Jam event at the
beach.
Alex Claydon '08 performed with his
band at last year's Spam Jam and would
like to see the tradition continue in the
future.
"I had the privilege of playing at Spam
Jam and Tsaw how it had good attendance
and everyone was having fun," he said
at FUSA's open meeting on Monday. " I

a lso saw how the attendance wasn't that
good at May Day. I don't think it would
be a good decision to combine the two
events."
" I wish to have the separation of the
two events," said Aaron Rude ' 08, who
c reated the Facebook group 'Save Spam
Jam@ the Townhouses.'
"One, I think our school is lacking in
school pride. Things like Spam Jam make
people like our school more. I have a lot
of friends that are seniors that want to see
the tradition continue," he added.
" I believe it has been done successfully in the past and it can be done again
hopefully," said A.J. Piper '08.
FUSA's official stance on the subject of Sparn Jam, according to Senate
Chairman Tim Rich '08, is in support of
making two separate events at two different locations in an attempt to ensure up-

perclassmen and underclassmen traditions
at Fairfie ld.
"Spam Jam is one of the few traditions left," Sen. Chris Steele '08 said at
the emergency meeting. "This tradition
has held on for approximately five years. If
you argue that five years isn't long enough
for a traditio n to become a tradition then
just look at the Midnight Breakfast. That's
called a tradition, and it's been around for
the same time period."
Steele also expressed his disappointment at what he said was a lack of communication between the administration
and the students.
"The attitude up until now has been
'here you go, this is how it's going to be
so deal with.' We should have a say. We're
20 and 21 years old. We're not 15. These
people making decisions for us should be
getting our opinion," he said.
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The Mirror Sits Down with Bobby Moresco, Writer,

The Mirror: What was it like writing with Paul Haggis? Do you each write certain
stories?

Producer and Academy Award winner
it was nothing Jess than a major shock when they said Crash. I figured that Jack Nicholson
was drunk and read the wrong name [laughs]. That's crazy. So, everyone was shocked.

TM: How did you get involved with "Million Dollar Baby"?
Bobby Moresco: It depends on what we're writing. If we are writing a television show
we sit in a room, we break down the story. First of all we break down what the characters'
goals are, what they have to go through, what they have to get passed and how they achieve
BM: That's a great question. Paul heard about the book on NPR; I was off doing someit. And then once we understand the prologue and acts one through five, we know what the thing else. He optioned the book and wrote a first draft on his own and he took three of the
act outs are. You know what an act out is? An act is the last scene before the commercial; we stories and made what was the first draft of "MiUion Dollar Baby". It dido 't work at all; it
need a big act out so that when it's time for the commercial you guys don't go some place sucked by his words not mine. So he called me up he and said, 'Listen I don't know what to
else during the commercial break. So once you understand what your
do with this movie, you know it's not working. My producer doesn't
act outs are, your general arcs are for both the character and the story.
want to get it. Why don't you take a look at it, come on as co-producer
Then we actually start writing. And then what we'll do is I'll take an
with me and get it to the next draft?' So I looked at it and said, you know
act, he'll take an act, we'll write it out in separate rooms.
with a fresh eye it often helps to see what's wrong with a script when
you come in when it's all done. It's a lot easier than when you're in the
For movies it's usually very different. We do the same process but
midst of it I promise you. My big contribution was twofold: number
we sit together in the room for every scene. I mean we write together he
types so I walk back and forth. I usually yell stuff out and he says that
one, they told too many stories. Instead of using three I suggested we
really sucks or he hollers back, no that's terrible and every once and a
use two of the short stories in the book. And the other thing was Clint
while he says, that doesn't suck. But you know you bang it out like that
didn't meet Hilary's character until around page 28 in the first draft. I
if it's a feature because you usually feel your way through a feature less
suggested that, well one of the things William Goldman, my hero, says
so with a television show. Before you start writing a television show
all the time: if you don't say right up front what the movie is about. then
you usually don't know. And Paul didn't know what the movie he was
you structure it out in great detail. You write that whole outline scene
by scene; you got the cards up, so you got the outline, here the cards,
writing about at the point and time was either. He didn't have Hilary's
character meet Clint's character until page 28, I suggested that they
here you could write it, no I' m joking [laughs] you could write it if
Elyse Raby/The Mirror meet in the first scene like they do now. Paul thought they were good
you got it out. In movies it's much different. You deal with a different
set of muscles, you are feeling your way through characters. Here's the Crash Into me: Moresco at the Quick ideas, we threw away the other story and me and him got together with
difference in television: you've got to grab them right up front and the Center on Monday, February 6.
me shouting in the background; we finished the draft in two weeks and
audience has to stay with you. In a movie you have a little more time
that became the movie that we shot.
you can feel your way throu~h it. But Paul and I have done it, there are 10 different ways
we can do it but one thing never changes when we're together: he always types it and I am
TM: Was the voice over with Morgan Freeman because it was constant throughout the
movie, was it always there?
always hollering.
TM: I remember last year there was a point where no one knew who was going to win
the Academy Awards. However, it seemed like Crash was going to win best picture. Did you
ever think it wasn't going to win?
BM: We were the big time underdog. "Brokeback Mountain" won every single major
event We had, Paul and I, as writers, won everything. And they as Best Picture won everything
so we just assumed it would go that way. Paul and I won Critic's award, the Independent Spirit
Award, the Writer's Guild Award, the United Humanitias award, we won everything and they
won best picture on everything so we bad no reason to believe this would be any different. We
won the BAFTA award, they won the BAFTA award for Best Picture, we won for writing. So

BM: Yes, he was also a character in one of the short stories. Actually he may have been
one of the characters we created, I can't remember but he was always there.
TM: Were any of the stories in "Crash" particularly close to your heart or close to
home?
BM: Yeah the hijacking scene happened to Paul and the Matt Dillon character and his
father that reminded me a lot of my dad and I.
-Mike Fischetti

•••••••••

."a't~+~~ t?~··
•

••••••••

•

3170 Fairfield Ave, in Historic Black Rock, Bridgeport, CT 06605 Tel (203) 335-8228

o;"'""''

•

•
•
•
•

· af Taco boco! ~

Delicious Mexican Food and Fabulous Margaritas!
*Show your FFU ID and get 10% OFF your Total Food Bill!

•
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Classified: Taco Loco Restaurant seeking Bartenders, Wait staff and Hosts.
• Flexible schedules and hours are available. Apply at Taco Loco, 3170 Fairfield •
• Avenue in the Black Rock Restaurant and Entertainment District. 203-335-8228 •
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Get Your Story Straight

T

he fact that the format for the University's Spring
Weekend will be drastically different this year than it
was last year is unfortunate.
Even given the legitimate legal restraints the University
faces, the Inter Residence Hall Assembly could have -- and
should have -- found a way for the events to go on in a
format at least remotely similar to the one current Fairfield
students have grown to cherish.
But far more disturbing than the fact that Spam Jam
will take place on a soccer field instead of on the townhouse
lawn are the complete absence of accountability on behalf
of everyone involved and the embarrassing lack of communication between the administration and the student body.
IRHA Programming Director Ashlee Downing '08 has
taken the fall on behalf of her organization.
But disturbingly, neither Downing, nor FUSA President
Hutch Williams '08, nor any other student, had any real say
in the process.
After students expressed nearly unanimous outrage
at the situation, IRHA revealed that its opinion -- that the
events should go on as previously planned -- was muted by
Director of Residence Life Deb Cady.
Downing and Mike Wood '07, the townhouse and apartment representative on IRHA's executive board, told The
Mirror that Cady told them the decision was passed down
from Dean of Students Thomas Pellegrino and Vice President for Student Affairs Mark Reed.
But Reed and Pellegrino both denied having anything at
all to do with the situation.
Whether Cady acted unilaterally or whether she was
instructed by Reed and Pellegrino is of little significance.
What is of g reat significance is the fact that the administrators failed in two very important ways: they failed to get
their story straight, and they failed to do so much as inform
any students of the changes they were making. This is yet
another example of the blatant disjoint between the administration and the student body.
The FUSA Senate voted Monday at an emergency
meeting to form a committee charged with exploring the
possibility of creating a separate event for juniors and
seniors at the townhouses -- a plan that Williams acknowledged had little chance of being executed because of the
University's forbiddance to allow students to obtain their
own liquor'licences.
This page applauds FUSA for trying to do something
nearly all students want them to do.
But it's a sad day for the student body when students are
left in the dark about events that exist solely for the purpose
of student enjoyment.
Moreover, it is even sadder day when students can't
even get a straight story from administrators who's only job
is to serve the student body.
The editorial represents the opinion of the majority of The Mirror editorial board.
What Is your opinion? Write to us: mirrormanagement@gmail.com
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BY ANNA

p APACHRISTOS

e live in a highly technological age. We
are a bunch of email-obsessed Facebook
junkies with cell phones glued to our ears.
Despite the impending threat of brain cancer and the
slow demise of our social skills, we do not realize that
our technological tendencies could also be detrimental
to the environment.
The technology world has been abuzz ever since
the recent unveiling of Apple's new iPhone. According to the company's Web site, the product combines
"a revolutiona.ry mobile phone, a widescreen iPod
with touch controls, and a breakthrough internet communications device with desktop-class e-mail, Web
browsing, maps and searching."
Despite the fact that no one will acrually be able to
afford the iPhone until it is obsolete, it has the potential
to be one entertaining, handy gadget.
This ground-breaking tool not only carries with
it a problem for your wallet, but for the environment
as well.
ln response, Greenpeace, an organization dedicated to preserving the environment, launched its own
campaign against the company's antiquated means of
producing new and innovative products.
"We love Apple. Apple knows more about 'clean'
design than anybody, right? So why do Macs, iPods,
iBooks and the rest of their product range contain
hazardous substances that other companies have
abandoned? A cutting edge company shouldn't be
cutting lives short by exposing children in China and
India to dangerous chemicals. That's why we Apple
fans need to demand a new, cool product: a greener
Apple," states GreenMyApple.org, Greenpeace's officiaJ Public Relations Web site.
Here, the organization presents a Web site very
similar to that of Apple, denouncing the company's
usage of toxic chemicals and recycling process. By
highlighting Apple's failure to take responsibility for

W

unwanted products containing hazardous material,
Greenpeace hopes to create awareness in an already
environmentally conscious society.
"You'd think that a company with headquarters
at '1 Infinite Loop,' would understand the concept of
recycling.
If Apple is really so proud of its well-made
products, there shouldn't be any problem promoting
a global take-back program for all of its products,"
the Web site states.
"We get angry when our iPod breaks just after
the one-year warranty expires. We get annoyed when
Apple says it's cheaper to buy a new one than fix the
old one," the Web site continues. "These are common
consumer woes resulting from Apple designing products with short life spans. If Apple had to take back
its old products, you can bet it would start designing
longer lasting products that are easier to reuse and
recycle."
Instead of having a product take-back system,
all orphaned "iWaste" ends up exposing children to
remaining toxic chemical, says Greenpeace. To effectively begin the recycling process, Apple must first
remove all toxins from production.
Apple is one of the most prominent technological
companies in the world.
Yet while Dell and Hewlett Packard hav.e already
made an effort to clean up the environment, Apple is
still dodging the issue.
If Apple constantly strives to have the latest, most
efficient products, why are they not using their clout
in the business world to promote a cleaner, environmentally-safe product?
We live in a world linked in so many ways, yet
Apple has fai led to get the message to the public: we
need to preserve our environment now before today's
conveniences become tomorrow's problems.
While our iPods and MacBooks may appear to
be today's tasty treat, they are acrually rotten Apples
to the core.

Franken Makes Bid For Senate - No Joke
BY CHRJSTOPHER HALISKOE

I Franken, former "Saturday Night Live"
creator and writer, announced on Jan. 31, that
he will seek the Democratic nomination for
U.S. Senator from Minnesota.
Norm Coleman, a senator who Democrats think is
one of the most vulnerable Republican incumbents in
the country, currently occupies the seat.
Franken is absolutely no stranger to the political
scene. His books have topped The New York Times
Best-Seller List five times. He is also known for hosting his syndicated liberal talk show. Franken has been
a fellow at the Kennedy School of Government at
Harvard, an elite institution that has produced scores
of political leaders.
"He is a celebrity from a field of talking heads,"
said Fairfield politics professor John Orman, the author
of the book "Celebrity Politics," and teaches a course
on politics and pop culture. "We currently have a disproportionate amount of coverage about celebrities in
politics and the media plays way too much attention
·
to them,"
Franken has been one of the many the political
pundits willing to throw themselves out there and make
themselves susceptible to criticism from their opposition. This list includes conservative talk show titan Rush
Limbaugh, who was the subject of one of Franken's
best-sellers, "Rush Limbaugh is a Big Fat Idiot." and
Bill O'Reilly, who visited Fairfield last fall.
When asked by a Fairfield student in October
whether he would consider running for public office,
O'Reilly said, "I feel that I am more powerful now then
if I was in the Senate."
These men might be the most politically knowledgeable, but hours of footage would hinder them in
their run for office.
Though Franken's bid may at first seem far-fetched,
his candidacy could prove to be anything but a joke.

A

In the past, Franken has been a powerful fundraiser
to the point that others would sit back in astonishment.
He was one of the primary benefactors on both of Bill
Clinton's campaigns, a fact that will come into play if
Hillary Clinton or AI Gore is chosen as the Democratic
nominee for president in 2008.
Franken has the name recognition to take on just
about anyone, and former professional wrestler Jesse
Ventura's proved in 1998 that it is possible to be elected
to a state-wide office in Minnesota without having
any political experience when he ran for governor and
won.
Outside factors might come into play as well. The
Republicans are not the favorites across the country
because of President Bush's low approval ratings, and
Coleman shares similarly low ratings.
In November of last year, at the height of the
midterm election buzz, his approval rating in a Survey
USA poll was a mere 48 percent, which ranked 83rd
out of I00 Senators.
Of the 16 Senators that had lower approval ratings, six were up for re-election last fall and only two
- Robert Menedez (0-NJ) and Jon Kyl (R-AZ) - were
re-elected.
Plus, Franken has the advantage of being a Democrat running in one of the country's bluest states - a
state in which 39 percent of voters are registered Democrats and only 29 are registered Republicans.
Yet a more important question must be asked, and
should be asked whenever someone is running for any
office: what kind of senator would AI Franken be?
"Franken is smart and thoughtful guy who should
be a good Democratic senator from the Midwest if he
wins," Onnan said. "Some celebrities do fine and others
are in over their heads."
Whether or not Franken is over his head is not a
question for us to answer, but for the voters of Minnesota; the same voters that vaulted Ventura from the
wrestling ring to the Governor's Mansion eight years
ago.

10 FEBRUARY 8, 2007

COMMENTARY

MIRROR

What is the Point of Having FUSA?
CHATIIN' WITH CHAPIN

ANDREW CHAPIN

he Fairfield University
Student Association is
the supposed liaison
between the administration and the students.
While ice cream socials and "Wicked"
tickets are certainly enticing opportunities, it's
time to not just question what FUSA actually
does for the students, but how it is viewed by
the administration as well.
While FUSA is busy booking O.A.R. for
a show four years too late, there is a legitimate
issue on campus that needs to be addressed.
I figured I would find solace at the
"emergency Senate meeting" called on Monday night but, instead, it was less productive
than staring at a wall.
It was an aristocratic gentlemen's meeting; not only were more meaningless formalities discussed than at an actual Congressional
hearing, but I felt like everyone was reading
from a script.

T

BiJls were proposed against the administration's decision to combine May Day and
Spam Jam and then move it to Lessing Field.
It was a great feeling to know that FUSA was
finally going to bat for issues that students
actually cared about.
Then l realized, since the decision was
made by the administration, they have the
right to act in whichever manner they feel.
My question to the administration, though, is
why bother having FUSA if you're not going
to respect its opinions?
FUSA is supposed to be the representative body of the students, so for administration
to call these meetings with members of FUSA
only to tell them that this is the decision that
has been made, Fairfield has become the
Soviet Union. It is an absolute disrespect not
just to the students but to FUSA as well that
the University would have the gall to invite
them to meetings on the premise of listening
to their concerns.
This is just long-winded, administration
jargon or in short, a bull squatting and doing

his business.
administration to say "this is how it is and will
Not only does the action taken by the ad- be" diminishes the significance of FUSA.
Essentially, it makes the student repreministration undermine the purpose of student
government, it totally discredits it. How can sentation out to be nothing more than a bake
anyone respect an organization supposedly sale organization.
FUSA needs to get off the high horse
acting as representatives of the students when
the administration does not even respect their they rode on and just get down to business.
Cut the debate over a polo or sports jacket at
own student government?
I understand this is Fairfield, which Senate meetings and actually make something
means a huge controversy would be the mov- happen.
ing of Spam Jam, but it is an issue that the
Because what good is it having a student
students are passionate about. If a president organization with less power than the Articles
were elected whom the administration op- of Confederation?
If the administration cannot respect this
posed, would they reject this person? Even
worse, will they censor this column or some- simple demand for interdependence, a funcone else's?
·
. tioning and working relationship between
We as students need to ask these ques- FUSA and themselves, then they should just
tions because apparently, our "representa- dissolve FUSA all together.
The debate team, about which I keep
tives" cannot.
Student government was never meant to getting incessant e-mails, can toss around
be a puppet of the administration.
the issues.
The reasonable objectives of students
FUSA, however, needs to bridge the
are not always going to coincide with what gap between the common student and the
Fairfield fully supports. However, for the administration.

· A Pl~tic Straw: The Key to Rape Prevention?
BY SARA QUIGLEY

orne studnets believe that drinking
mixed drinks out of a straw gets an
individual drunk faster than without
a straw, making it a popular pre-gaming
strategy.
A new straw has been invented that may
protect a person from the potential effects
of his or her drink.
Three business students attending HeriotWatt University in Scotland conducted a study
in which nearly a third of British students
believe that they have been victims of having
their drinks spiked with the common date-rape
drug Rohypnol, better known as "Roofies."
In response to their findings, these students developed an idea for creating a drinking

S
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straw that will change color under ultraviolet
rays ·if the user's drink contains date-rape
drugs such as Roofies, GHB or Ketamine.
The proposal won the students a Scottish
regional business contest and nearly $2,000,
which they plan on putting towards the development of a company that will manufacture
the product.
If all goes according to plan, the straw
will be on the market about six months from
now.
A similar product has been on the market for about five years. This product works
in the form of coasters that detect date-rape
drugs, changing color when a drop or two of
a drugged drink are placed on them.
The price and locations at which the new
straw product will be sold are not definite at

this point.
Since many of us are regularly digging
deep into our pockets in order to treat ourselves to a cheap handle of Popov, Bukov,
or any other rubbing alcohol equivalent, it is
difficult to picture anyone splurging on a drink
accessory such as a straw if it is costly.
However, taking a look at numbers other
than prices might sway students to splurge.
According to a Brown University study,
one out of ten college women have been raped
in their lifetime. Although women are more
likely to be victims of sexual assault, 10 percent of all cases involve male victims. Also, 90
percent of on-campus assaults involve ·alcohol
use by at least one party.
Those who think that could never happen
to them may be shocked to learn that nine

out of l 0 women raped in college know their
offenders.
Given these facts, the product seems like
a very worthwhile investment, and given that
it is a plastic straw, one would think it would
be fairly affordable to manufacture and sell.
"We've had very good feedback in
general, but especially from students," Julian
Fietzek, one of the three students involved in
the straw idea, told The Chronicle of Higher

Education.
I. also think tlrat'fu theory st~dents at
Fairfield as well as students at other schools
would welcome the product and benefit from
it.
Hopefully none of us will ever be in a
situation where it is actually needed, but you
can never be too careful.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Clearing up·the Confusion Surrounding Spring Weekend
To the Editor,

In response to your article last week
and the editorial, the members InterResidential Housing Association (IRHA)
would like to clarify s'o me of the questions
or issues that were addressed concerning
Spam Jam and May Day.
The decision to combine the two
events and move them to a central location
was made by the members of administration. The Office of Residence Life, Student
Activities and Dean of Students made this
decision for many reasons. IRHA believes
these reasons will be explained by the
administration if contacted.
When this decision to combine May
Day and Sparn Jam was explained to the
members of IRHA, as an organization,
we decided to try and keep the tradition
alive and modify it so that students could
continue to have a large event where they
could enjoy themselves as a residence hall
community. Those who are 21 would be
able to drink.
There were many different reasons
why the two events could not be run as
they were in the past. These reasons ranged
from staffing and financial issues to changing school policies.
One change that took place this year

was that kegs are not allowed on campus,
which means Spam Jam would have been
modified already even if it had retained
its location.
Another change is that if the event
were to be held at the townhouses, the
school's alcohol license would not be
able to be used in that area and it would
be an alcohol-free event. The University's
alcohol license is able to be transferred to
Lessing Field, where IRHA has chosen to
put on the combined event
Since there have been no problems
at Spam Jam in the past, IRHA felt it was
important to allow those who are of age to
drink responsibly and we decided to move
the location and still provide alcohol per
a beer garden.
Another reason why our organization
accepted this challenge of modifying a tradition, as well as to create one bigger and
better event, was because it met our goal
of creating a community. If there is a way
for the entire school to be able to spend
this day together and celebrate with free
food , great music, giveaways and games
then why not?
We believe that this change came as a
shock to the students and that is why there
is such concern about it. The members of
IRHA recognize the student's concerns

of trying to keep a tradition alive and
encourage our classmates to ask questions to those who will be able to provide
better answers than we can as a student
orgaruzation.
.
Despite the changes to the event,
IRHA looks forward to this event and to
having· people from all classes enjoy the
afternoon on Sat., April28. With this being
said, IRHA will continue to move forward
planning our event and welcome anyone
who :would like to offer suggestions or
ask questions.
l hope that this Jetter was able to clear
up some of the confusion that bas existed
and to dispel any rumors that have developed. IRHA can be contacted through our
e-mail, IRHA @stagweb.fairfield.edu.
Sincerely,
Ashlee Downing '08
Programming Director for IRHA

A Note of ThankS
From Two Grateful
Parents
To the Editor:
Feb. 3 marked the first anniversary of
the passing of our son Alex while he was
a sophomore at Fairfield.
As you might imagine, it has been a
long and difficult year for us. But it has
been made easier by the prayers and support we have received from everybody
at Fairfield University, from Fr. VonArx
on down.
· We are especially grateful to Fr.
Mayzik and the whole Ignatian Residential
College community. We will never forget
their thoughtfulness and kindness in building a memorial garden for Alex outside of
Loyola Hall.
Fairfield University was Alex's favorite place in the world and we are grateful
that, through that memorial, he will continue to be a part of that beautiful place
for years to come.
Thank you again; you will continue
to be in our prayers.
God bless!
Sincerely,
Joey and Mari Angel Carrion

Editor: Sean Corbett
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Fairfield Alums Signed to Major Record Label.
An Exclusive Interview with the Alternate Routes Reveals Their Roots
that environment just taught me that
I wanted something to be important
to me," he said. "I wanted to take
Tim Warren '03 and Eric Donsomething seriously and I wanted
nelly '01, of the band The Alterto dedicate myself to something
nate Routes, are just two ordinary
on a really personal level. I wanted
Fairfield University graduates.
to create something that would be
Warren lived at the beach
important to me that I'm hoping will
his last year of school and loved
be important to other people."
to watch the Keg Races, while
Warren followed up by saying
Donnelly taught Fairfield guitar
that this was in no way a judgment
classes and gambled at Mohegan
on the school itself and be feels that
Sun Casino for Senior Week.
he may have ran with the wrong
Ho.,wever, Warren and Doncrowd while at the University. He
nelly are unique Fairfield alumni
does acknowledge, however, that
in that they were recently signed to
Fairfield played an important part
record label Vanguard Records this
in making the Alternate Routes the
past year and are currently on tour
band it is today.
with Everclear and Matt Wertz.
"They [Fairfield] took a chance
In fact, it was Donnelly's gamon us very early. Very early on is
bling ways that got them to where
when you need support," said Warthey are right now. One night,
ren. "They opened a lot of doors for
Warren and Donnelly were on
us in terms of opportunities."
their way back from Boston where
The band may have began at
they had just finished their second Local band-turned-national success story: Boys from Alternate Routes chat with The Mirror about
Fairfield when Warren and Donrecord. They had recorded all the their college days while on the road in Pittsburgh, PA.
nelly met through a mutual friend,
but they feel the band didn't really
songs for the r~1ord, but didn't
have enough money to make copies of the record.
While the band can now boast about being signed to come together until they acquired the band members
"I remember Tim was driving and we had made a well-known record label, Donnelly and Warren don't they have today.
like $200 that day. I said that I bet that if we stop at this deny that their roots lie at Fairfield University.
"Once I met Eric and we decided to be in a band,
casino that I can double our money," said Donnelly. "We
"I trunk Fairfield has been a great place for us on a we always wanted to fill in the gaps," said Warren. "We
weren ' t even tal,k.ipg to ea~h other for the rest of the car lot of levels," said Donnelly. "We have great relationships need better songs, better bass players, we need to move
ride. We Just rode up to the casino and-I got out while with some great people at Fairfield. In a lot of ways our to New York City, we need a manager. It's sort of a meTim slept."
band wouldn't be around if not for Fairfield."
thodical thing."
Donnelly eventually came back with just enough
It was the money they made playing gigs at the
The band now mcludes Chip Johnson on bass, Stemoney to make those copies of the album that eventually University's Quick Center that enabled the band to move phen Chopek on drums, Mike Sembos on keyboard and
got them signed.
to New York City, work on new albums and book more electric guitar, Warren on lead vocals and acoustic guitar,
_ "It [Vanguard Records] is a great label because it's gigs.
and Donnelly plays guitar.
relatively small and it's been very personal for the short
To Warren, Fairfield played a very different role in
"Sometimes you need to get away and leave it for a
time we've been on the label," said Donnelly. "They're his growth as a musical artist, however still an important little bit to grow up and I think we've done that over the
past couple of years. We've also always found our way
a very friendly company and they have taken a very ac- one that has shaped him significantly.
tive role. For the music industry right now, that is very
"I think being at Fairfield University and realizing back there {Fairfield] every time," said Donnelly.
rare."
The Alternate Routes's new CD, "Good and Reckless
on some level being at school there and realizing how
Other artists on the label include such acts as Blues unimportant some things were to so many people and and True," will come out on March 13 and the band will
Traveler, Hootie and the Blowfish and Joan Osborne.
how disinterested they were in so many thlngs, being in be performing at Fairfield Theatre on March 31.
BY ALEXANDRA STEWART

Sarah Silverman's New Anti-Sitcom is Less Than Funny
JP PORRETTA

become a comedic-musical. Several times
throughout the show, Silverman breaks out
into songs that last for several minutes.
With all the promotion and hype put
I guess the songs are supposed to be
into "The Sarah Silverman Program," it was
funny, but I just do not see the humor in it.
surprising to discover bow much of a bomb
It may be that I just hate it when shows try
this show was.
to make musical episodes. It's only cool
This horrible attempt at a television show,
when Scrubs and Tenacious D do it, so stop
the story revolves around Sarah Silverman in
trying to steal their thunder Sarah.
a fictionalized version of her life in which she
It has only been one episode, so there
acts like an immature brat and is constantly
is
always
a chance that next week's epi~ode
watched over by her older sister and her two
will
be
comedic
genius, leaving me eating
gay neighbors. Other than that there really
my
own
words.
isn't much plot to the show; it's just a lame
After all, hilarious coqtedian Zach
attempt to copy the style of "Curb Your EnGalifianakis will be making a guest appearthusiasm."
ance next week.
Don' t get the impression that this is a
Galifianakis will be playing the role of
biased review, because I have always been
a homeless man, which really isn't much of
a fan of her work. If the name Sarah Silvera change from his regular appearance. But
man doesn't ring a bell, I can refresh your
the idea of this show being comedic genius
memory. Aside from being a popular stand-up
is like a one in a million chance. I think I
comedian, she is also an actress, most notably in "School of Rock," "The Aristocrats," She may be cute: But she's the craziest lady in comedy these days. Everyone expected would rather watch the "T-Bone and Naked
a lot from her riew show on Comedy Central. Some loved it; some hated it. It is imporTrucker Show" over this garbage.
"Rent" and a former regular on "Saturday
tant to note, however, that some of the world's best comedy is oft' misunderstood.
I would only suggest that someone
Night Live."
Silverman has become well known as a comedian, mostly because of her controversial watch this show if they are in desperate need to feel better about their own life.
Since it's only been a few days after its premiere, I'm sure it wont be long before "The
and edgy jokes. She continues this offensive and edgy routine throughout her half hour
show, but it just seems like we've heard it all before. It barely makes you want to laugh out Sarah Silverman Program" joins her new friends "That 80s Show," "Jake in Progress,"
"Emily's Reasons Why Not," "Bob Patterson" and "The Michael Richards Show" in teleloud. She still does a better job at it than Michael Richards, though.
Possibly the worst element of "The Sarah Silverman Program" is the horrible attempts to visions Hall of Shame.
BY
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'Aqua Teen' Marketing Scheme Shuts Down Boston
Can an Entire American City Be That Out of It? Yes
T HE J ACK A TTACK
JAcK McNAMARA

Something very
funny happened in Boston.
Of course, to some
people, it must not have
seemed funny at all. Apparently, it seemed
like the beginning of the end.
On January 31, 2007, after seeing
some strange devices placed inconspicuously around strategic parts of the city of
Boston (on bridges, landmarks and areas
of high human traffic), an area resident,
whom locals have taken to naming, "some
idiot," called in what was perceived to be
a bomb.
The city's response was swift. Bridges were closed and the Coast Guard.shut
down all traffic on the Charles River. I-93
Northbound was also shut down, however
since I-93 hasn'tactually had moving traffic since 1972, no one was able to notice
the difference. As for the mysterious devices themselves, police detonated them
with explosives, blasted them with water
cannons and took many pictures.
Why is that worth mentioning? Well,
out of all these photos taken for painstaking analysis by both public and private
institutions, no one seemed to notice that
the 'bomb' was just a Ute-Brite display of

an "Aqua Teen Hunger Force" character
flipping the bird.
That's right, Boston's finest completely lost it over lit up versions of the
Ignignokt and Err, perhaps better known
as the" Aqua Teen Hunger Force" characters, the Mooninites.Maybe this could all
have turned out to be one big funny ha-ha
(not to say that it's not already) if things
had stopped there.
The cops could have just gone,
"Whoops, our bad," and that would have
been the end ofthat. This probably would
. have worked out best for the BPD, as they
did mistake an LED for an lED (improvised explosive device). But instead, the
Boston 5-0 decided to pursue, arrest and
charge the two young performance artists
who were paid to put the devices up, Peter
Berdovsky of Arlington, Mass. and Sean
Stevens of Charlestown, Mass.
And this situation just kept on twisting more than a movie made by M. Night
Shyamalan, as it turns out that the devices
had already been in place for two weeks.
Not just in Boston, either; they could be
found in just about every other major city
in America. In fact, when the Los Angeles Police Department was asked about
whaUt thought about similar contraptions
found in LA, they corrimented that, "No
one perceived a threat.''
Ute-Brite alert, Boston: Red. LiteBrite alert, LA: Green

Contributed Photo

"Mayhem of the Mooninites": As Boston
shuts down, Cartoon Network benefits
big-time from this accidentally huge and
amazing publicity stunt.
On a more serious note, the incident
did seem to expose a generational gap in
Boston. Andrea Zampitella, a student of
the Massachusetts College of Art located
in Boston, elaborates:
"My mom called to tell me that there
were bombs in Boston, and at first I dido 't
know what was going on, but then she
called me back to tell me that it had to do
with Aqua Teen Hunger Force ... I knew
that it wasn't a bomb."
Stevens and Berdovsky are currently
on $2,500 bail on the felony charge of
placing a hoax device to incite panic. The

two could face up to five years in prison,
and Berdovsky, a native of Belarus, could
be deported.
Following their release from jail, the
two chose to hold a press conference,
which can be fully viewed on YouTube.
Berdovsky and Stevens treated the entire
affair like the joke that it is. They only
talked about hair, specifically popular
haircuts of the 70's. No, really.
Following legal advice of counsel,
the pair was adamant about not having to
say anything that was non-hair related, as
demonstrated in one exchange between
Berdovsky and the press.
Reporter: What was it like to spend
the last night in jail?
Berdovsky: That's not a hair question, I'm sorry."
Reporter: Wou!d you like to apologize?
Berdovsky: That's also not a hair
question.
Reporter: Did you bring a lawyer to ·
court today because Turner [Broadcasting] didn't bring anyone?
Berdovsky: That's also not a hair
question.
When Berdovsky, who can easily
be identified by his lengthy dreadlocks,
was asked if he was afraid that he would
be forced to get his hair cut in jail, his
response was, "That's a very good question."

Of Montreal is Weirder and Better Than Ever
BY KEVIN SCHNEIDER

"Hissing Fauna, Are You the Destroyer?" just may be Of Montreal's best
work to date, but it's also by far their most
demanding.
The band's main songwriter, Kevin
Barnes, has fallen into a few rough patches
since we last heard from the band with
2005's "The Sunlandic Twins." Barnes
became separated from his wife and
daughter, and faced feelings of alienation
and depression; which fuel the dark lyrics
and themes on "Hissing Fauna."
For the fi rst time in Of Montreal's
career, the lyrics on the album are completely confessional and about Barnes'
personal life.
The album is in essence a "breakup"
album, but one would need to really
concentrate on Barnes' "out there" and
sometimes cryptic lyrics to notice. The
music is still at its core Of Montreal. But
" Hissing Fauna" is filled with layers and
layers of new experiments that will break
down your ear drums and overflow your
head from the second album opener "Suffer for Fashion" begins.
The first six tracks of the al burn are all
individually solid and upbeat, but what's
so unreal about them is how well they flow
from one into the other. A listener will fi nd
themselves double-checking their play list
to see what they're listening to, or if this
all has been one epic song.
Even with the experimentation and
dark lyrics, the songs are able to retain
the ultra-melodic sound that hooked
people on Of Montreal in the first place.
"Heirndalsgate Like a Promethean Curse"
lyrically revolves around drug abuse, but
nobody would ever know it if they weren't
following the vocal.
You won't be able to control tapping
your foot and moving to the music despite
lyrics like: "Chemicals, don't mess me up
this time I Know you bait me way more

than you should I And it's just like
you to hurt me when I'm feeling
good."
The album gets split in half
literally and musically with track
seven, the twelve minute long "The
Past is a Grotesque Animal." With
its ridiculously long length and lyrical awkwardness, the song disruptS
the steady flow of the first six songs.
The pounding drums and lead guitar
riff drive the song underneath lyrics about a separation, making this
song either the most intriguing of
the songwriting experimentation or
the biggest dud.
The second half of the album is
full of great songs, but does not really even out after the disruption of
"The Past." With the flow shattered,
it's not as easy for the second half to
meet the power of the first half.
"Hissing Fauna" requires more
than just a listen, it requires concentration and patience if you want to
drink in everything the album has
to offer.
"Rissing Fauna" lives up to its
hype and is an album you'll be hearing about for a while. It's an album
that won't be ignored and without
a doubt has secured itself a spot on
the "Best of 2007" list of music
publications everywhere.

--.-..--.. ........................
..
'tl=l=l =I ,Jfj~
Contributed Photo

A great CD? In January? Start the year off right, and go pick up Of Montreal's latest.

•
•

•
•

•

4a

••

.
•

•

1.) Heimdalsgate Like a Promethean Curse •
2.) She's A Rejecter
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3.) The Past Is A Grotesque Animal
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An Intimate Night in the City With Incubus
BY EVAN BARDEN

As vocalist Brandon Boyd and guitarist Mike Einziger progressed through
Western legend defines an incubus as
"Drive," they were joined by the rest of
a male demon that makes love to sleeping
their bandmates one-by-one as they rewomen at night.
turned to the stage after a short break.
Well, no one was sleeping but it was at
Hig_hlights of their set included the
night and Incubus was certainly channeling
double bass attack of "Earth to Bella Pt.
some kind of supernatural power.
1," the soon to be single "Dig" and the
On Wednesday, Jan. 31 51 , Incubus was
title track from the new album- complete
in full form as they petformed at Hamwith light show.
merstein Ballroom in NYC. The crowd
During an extended jam in "Light
wrapped around the block on West 341h St.
Grenades," Boyd crouched down to don
from Eighth Ave. to Ninth, some of them
special gloves fitted with high-powered
standing there since J :30 p.m. even though
LEOs. With the gloves Boyd created his
the doors wouldn't open until 6:30 p.m.
own on-stage light show, illuminating the
While YIPs and early birds had the
other members of his band as they soloed
luxury of waiting under the sheltered
and eventually his own face as the vocals
marquee, most of the 2,500 people on hand
soared back in.
waited in the bitter cold.
The band's encore drove home the
Albert }iammond Jr. and his band
entire night with just two songs, "Pistola"
opened to a good response. Hammond is
and "Megalomaniac," both from 2003's "A
one half of the guitar duo in The Strokes.
Crow Left of the Murder."
His new venture had the frenzied,
With Boyd picking up a Fender Telemelodic guitar you would expect from his
caster for "Pistola" and putting all his
work in The Strokes, and the Manhattan
remaining energy into "Megalomaniac,"
native held his own on lead vocals. The
the show could not have ended on a betband rocked and got the crowd moving but
ter note.
in the end, Incubus's opener was justa poor
The band bowed, thanked the audience
man's Strokes.
and took photos as they exited the stage.
By the time [ncubus took the stage,
While 1 was not wild for Incubus going
the crowd was restless, sweaty and movinto this show, I have been made into a fan
ing towards the stage in anticipation. They
and supporter.
cheered as the band was seen entering
With an amazingly eclectic style (and
from the back stage door and erupted as
audience), Incubus has .something for evthey picked up their instruments before
eryone and more importantly, a live show
kicking the show off with "Quicksand,"
that impresses. The encore songs were
Austi n Sroka!The Mirror
the first track from their new album, "Light Sounds of Incubus will make love In your head: Incubus plays the Hamerstein Ballpersonal favorites of mine and the entire
Grenades."
concert was worth praise.
room in NYC on Wednesday, Jan. 31.
"Light Grenades" was well represented
I recommend that anyone who apprewith half of the band's set coming from the new album. the latter two were done acoustkally.
ciates originality go see this band. They manage to play
"Pardon Me" originally aired on American radio sta- the songs their fan base wants to hear, without giving
In contrast, only one song was played from their 1998
major label debut "S.C.l.E.N.C.E." Their other albums tions as an acoustic recording before the studio version the audience the sensation of simply having listened to
was picked up from 1999's "Make Yourself," making their CD.
were better represented.
After the concert, sounds of Incubus will linger as you
Of course the obligatory mega-singles "Wish You this stripped down version familiar to the enthusiastic
sleep through the night, making love in your head.
Were Here," "Pardon Me" and "Drive" were played, and crowd.
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We believe community service
is a part of our job description.
last June, we asked our US
staff of 29,000 to take a day
away from work and help their
neighbors. We called it 29k/30.
learn more about this project
and others.
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Valentine's Day Unveiled
We Should Celebrate the Love
BY CAROLINE S CHERBARTH

Just Call it Get Laid Day
BY ANDREW CHAPIN

Being that I've never been labeled as "taken" on Valentine's
Day, I've learned to look at Feb. 14 with a new perspective in
hope of saving myself from a night of wallowing in bed, watching sappy romance movies and consuming an entire pint of Ben
& Jerry's Half-Baked ice cream.
As a little kid, I always looked forward to Valentine's
Day. My parents always had small gifts and chocolates for
me and part of the school day was devoted to exchanging Disney princess and Power Ranger Valentine's
Day cards.
At the age of eight, a day like that couldn't .possibly get better. But as I grew up, I realized that Valentine's Day was a day targeted towards those who were
romantically inclined. At school, you always knew when
Valentine's Day came around because the boys would walk
in carrying bouquets of roses and heart-shaped containers
of chocolates, while the girls came in too primped for it to
be just another ordinary day of school.
It was then that I realized that Valentine's Day worked
in favor of women all around the world. Although I'm not
"taken" this year, one day I will be (no snickering, please). ·
When that .day comes, Valentine's Day will be like a second
round of Christmas. There will be cards, roses, stuffed animals, chocolates, jewelry and dinner dates (maybe not all of
those things, but some variation of the kind). A day like that
s-ounds awesome. Why wouldn't any girl look forward to a
day that was designed to be all about her? Women don't have
to do a thing, but severely punish their men in the case that
they forget such a sacred date.
So in the meantime ladies, celebrate
Feb. 14 whether you have a boyfriepd or
not. If you have a boyfriend, you'll be the
girl around campus adorned with balloons,
wearing that goofy smile that will only
indicate one thing-- love. All the other
girls will shoot glares at you like daggers.
If you're one of the girls giving the evil
stares, don't be a cynic, celebrate anyway.
Celebrate the fact that one day you'll be
that goofy girl with the balloons and treat
Elyse Raby/The Mirror
yourself; buy heart-shaped chocolates,
decorate your room or send yourself a beautiful bouquet of
flowers like Jennifer Aniston in "Picture Perfect" (you'll think of an excuse as to why
you deserve it later). Who knows, maybe all your self-indulgence will catch the curious
and jealous eyes of that boy you secretly admire.
So have some fun this year. Valentine's Day is a holiday, so we should enjoy it, right?
I know all of this might sound a little crazy but trust me, you'll thank me later.

I don't mean to be the bearer of bad news, but Valentine's Day sucks. You don't
even get off of school, so how great of a day could it really be? And it's too subjective
of a holiday, if you ask me.
Valentine's Day is the ultimate indictment of men. You're not a cheapskate, but the
less you do definitely reflects on you as "The Man." Come on, your girl can tell you all
about how she doesn't care but you know, just like I do, that more times than not she
wants you to go all out for her. If she doesn't, now that's a keeper.
You're obligated, at the very least, to get flowers, probably do the dinner and wine
thing, maybe some chocolates and then pick up the tab. And it's not really too much
to ask, but why does one day have to be singled out to do this?
, But why bother? I'm still going to get my cut, regardless of whether I cook her
dinner or take her out to some local joint. Hey, if you can care that little, God bless
you. But maybe, it's not even about the day. You could be the most unfaithful, loser
boyfriend and make up for it by throwing down a little cash. I mean, if that's what it
takes to get the girl, you can have her.
So here's the run down so far:
l) Get the flowers and sweets.
2) Take her out to a nice place.
3) Spring for the premium booze.
4) Take the clothes off.
Well it's not that easy and it shouldn't have to be, but Valentine's Day, above all else, is just another excuse to bump uglies.
I mean who needs an excu~e, but they might as well call it Get
Laid Day because if that's not happening, then where's the
love? Seriously, you do all of this nonsensical work because
you know above all else, the clothes are coming off and the
sheets are getting ruffled.
Love is such a universally shown emotion that I think
Valentine's Day almost takes something away from the word. Sure,
it's a nice day to take someone new out on a date, but if you've got
a girl and you need Valentine's Day as an excuse to do something
nice, then it's time to reevaluate the situation.
I'm not a love-hater by any means; when you have it (or
you think you have it), the feeling is indescribable. Knowing
that there is someone else who cares just as much for you as you
care for them is truly beautiful.
The concept of Valentine's Day is certainly idealistic - a
day to praise love. This is great if you have it. When you don't
thvugh, this day serves as a 24-hour reminder of how loveless
you really are. Now maybe it's your own fault, you pushed your
significant other away, you did the college thing and cheated, or
maybe you just never had one at all.
Regardless though, take the day for what it's worth: a sham
in the name of love. But then again, how many Fairfield
students need a real reason, such as love, to get off?
Exactly.

-

Sweet Treats for Your Sweetheart:
Gift Ideas for Valentine's Day
BY MARY McCALL

Valentine's Day: A special day to spend with your significant other or just another Hallmark holiday?
Whatever your views may be, you can be certain you 'II
hear the age-old question floating around campus as Cupid's
Day draws near: "What do I get?" And if you find yourself
pondering this very question while gaping in horror at the
sea of red and pink in CVS or Stop & Shop, here's a list of
possibilities to impress your sweetie:

For the Ladies:
The Usual: I'll just go out and state the obvious: girls
like flowers and chocolate. End of story? No. While girls
do like these presents, they're not your only option, gentlemen. Let's face it: flowers can be expensive and they die.
Chocolates are yummy, but stir up those long-forgotten New
Year's resolutions to go to the gym and drop the pounds.
So what else is there?
Nose Goes: A nice body lotion from Bath and Body
Works, or even a local convenience store, smells good, is
cheaper than perfume and is calorie-free. You can pick up
one or two of a particular scent or go for a combo pack.
The Written Word: If your girlfriend is a voracious

reader, a book from her favorite author and a pretty bookmark is a great gift. A certificate to Borders or Barnes &
Noble allows her to snag a good read and cup of coffee.
The Little Things: Take a page from the Bard's sonnets. A simple gesture like writing a poem or love note can
go a long way. It's thoughtful and doesn't cost a thing. If
you can hum a tune and put the poem to song, more power
to you. And don't forget the power of Facebook: a sweet
wall message is a great way to show you're thinking of her.
Let's just keep the mushy to a minimum, kiddies. Thanks
to the news feed, we can all see it.

For the Gents:
Oven Lovin,: Sorry, ladies, but Valentine's Day is
not just an occasion for the males to lavish attention on us
(though we don't like to admit it). The guys deserve some
attention too and what better way to a man's heart than by
tantalizing his taste buds? Whipping up his favorite dinner
or baking him some cookies is a great way to show you
care.
Electronics: Though we'd like to think we're the only
loves in our gents' lives, we do have to contend with two
other mistresses: ESPN and Xbox (and PlayStation, Wii...
you get the idea). Guys love gadgets and what better way

Katie Clncotta/The Mirror

to spoil them than to pick up a gift certificate to Best Buy
or GameStop?
The Little Things: The love notes apply to us too,
ladies. Slipping a note somewhere special for him to find
or e~en sending a letter to his mailbox on Valentine's Day
is a nice surprise. You could even make him a CD mix of
his favorite songs and throw in one or two that will remind
him of you.

For the Singles:
Not just for the couples! Valentine's Day is a time
to acknowledge those whom you care about and to show
your affection. Just because we're not in elementary school
anymore doesn't mean we can' t grab a pack of Looney
Tunes cards and spread the love. If you're feeling bold,
stick a Smarties to them. Or, you can just hang around
with your friends and poke fun at the gushy couples. Just
do it with love.
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Career Fair Unfairly Biased Towards Business Majors?
BY M EeHAN ScHELZI
Exciting. Exclusive. Educational.
Students had mixed emotions regarding last
Thursday's career fair held in the RecPlex.
Career fairs held on campus in years past, as well
as the department as a whole, have gained a reputation
as catering only to business majors. Cathleen Borgman,
the director of Career Planning, believes this year was
different and that arts and science majors were doing
themselves a big disservice if they did not attend the affair.
Some students disagreed.
"[The career fair] was mostly geared towards
business and nursing," said Antonia Randazzo '08, a
psychology major. ''The entire healthcare section was for

nurses. I'd like to see more research positions and more
options for psychology majors in the future."
Borgman is a Fairfield alum who majored in
psychology. She believes that the career fairs can be
beneficial to all students, regardless of their major.
"Part of it is how you package yourself," said
Borgman. "If nothing else, it's a good experience for
practicing your story about yourself."
While arts and science majors felt the fair was
geared more towards business majors, Borgman believes
that some of the finance companies would be happy to
interview and consider non-business majors. Borgman
herself worked as a marketing representative at IBM with
her bachelor of science degree.
Approximately fifty companies were represented
including big names such as General Electric, EMC Cor-

poration, and GunnAilen Financial Corporation.
Ally Finnell an '07 finance major said that the
career fair in the fall could have been more geared towards
the arts and sciences students than the spring fair because
"there was a lot more variety."
Robert Vaughan '08, also a finance major, agreed
with Finnell's assessment, citing the greater amount of
businesses that were in attendance in the fall. The fall
fair drew over 92 different employers, almost twice the
amount that was in attendance last Thursday.
Although some arts and science majors may have
left discontented, many of the business school students
were happy with the turnout.
Scott Francis '08 a finance and marketing double
majo r said that there was "a good variety for business
majors."

They'll Sweep You OffYour Feet:
Student Ballroom Dancers Learn Some Fancy Footwork that is Sure to Impress
saw a classic dance film.
or Ginger Rogers.
"Truthfully, I first became interested in dancing when
The club's instructor, Brandon Stavola, of Southport's
They hold hands and their eyes meet. Their bodies I watched Dirty Dancing," she said. "I knew I Wal)ted to Ballroom DanceSport studio, said "it's all about getting
them (dancers] off the couch from watching to actually
synchronize as they sway' to the pulsating rhythms of the dance Jike that."
smooth and seductive beats. As they change positions, the
She is also a faithful fan of "Dancing
doing what they see."
Stavola is impressed that the Fairfield students are able
tempo quickens, and through whisks, spins and dips, it and thinks that the show is "great because
finally slows and they finish, cheek to cheek.
"pick up a lot of information in .a short time," The club
it's real ballroom - the costumes, the
focuses on introduction and basics and many members
It's just a typical Wednesday night on Fairfield Uni-. music, t~e steps. It's also
versity 's campus; the Oak Room transforms into a dance very inspir.ing. I watch
see the lessons as a fun hour once a week and a good
time to distress.
studio and the students of the Ballroom Dance Club heat and say, 'I want to be
one of those people
"After the practices, you come 'back so energized,''
up the floor.
.
Howe said. "You've just spent an hour burning calories.
But don't start picturing your grandparents' idea of someday'."
You.'re out of breath because you are moving so fast."
"Dancing with
traditional ballroom dancing.
"This is very sexy dancing," said club member Alison the Stars," in parIrving said, "Just like the high that others get from
sports, I get that feeling when I dance."
ticular, attempts
Irving '10.
The dedicated club members get out their dancing to stomp out the
While ballroom dancing ,is an excellent form of
shoes each week to learn a new repertoire of hip-shaking stereotypes asexercise, there are also many social benefits. Often, the
moves. With training by a professional dance instructor, sociated
music playing in the background cannot be heard over
all of the talking and laughing.
they learn to swing, cha-cha, salsa and do the hustle, all to
sounds of modern music. It's "Dancing with the Stars,"
Juniors Hannah Martin and Caitlin Murphy met at the
club freshman year and have been friends ever since.
Fairfield style.
"I think people expect the club to just be waltz"It's a great way to meet people. You're forced to
talk when you're dancing together for the night," Martin
ing in big ball gowns," said club member Caitlin
Murphy '08, "but it's so much more, and people
said.
don't realize."
According to the club members, the moves that they
learn each week are about more than just strutting their
Sarah Howe '07, the club president, agrees.
"You get reaJly into it and get inspired," she
stuff on the dance floor.
said. "You Learn a cool move and then you want to
"Not only is it very good exercise, it really emkeep learning more moves. People like that they can
powers you," Irving said. "It reaiJy makes you more
look cool dancing."
confident because you learn how to carry yourself
This interest in the art of dance comes with a recent
and be comfortable with your body."
"It's upsetting that it's not a more popular club
surge in the popularity of ballroom dancing among a
younger generation. Because of recent films like Take
on campus,'' said Murphy. "1 think that this might
the Lead (2006), Shall We Dance? (2004), and Mad Hot
be because it is called Ballroom Dance Club, which I
Ballroom (2005), as well as the surprise success of ABC's with ballroom, espethink carries a stigma with it."
Contributed Photo
"Dancing with the Stars," people "get curious," according ciaJly through its unexpected male
However, these dancers are determined to win over
to Howe.
celebrity dancers.
the Fairfield campus with their fancy f09twork. Even those
However, most Fairfield students who are dancing with two left feet are encouraged to come see that this club
Irving, who has been taking Lessons on her own for
two-and-a-half years, was first inspired to dance when she with the Stags aren't aspiring to be the next Fred Astaire is more than just the waltz.

BY EMILY FAHERTY
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HE said/ SHE said

Meg Donlon

Be My Volentine?

T

hough I still firmly believe that to woo him with their own Valentine's
St. Valentine was a fee-fee boy, I cards, sending them away in tears,
do have one memorable tale from clutching half-hearted Valentine's wishes
Valentine's Day.
from Bebop and Rocksteady.
I'd like to take you back to ValenThen, as his Norwegian beauty aptine's Day 1995 in Miss Heffernan's proachedhisdesk, Young Daniel reached
fourth grade class, 'Vhere a Young Daniel for the wise, aU-knowing Splinter valenhad a crush on the prettiest girl in class, tine he had been saving for his crush.
and she liked him back. She was
Alas, Young Daniel's innocence
young, blonde, and Norwegian.
may have been his downfall. Had he
Her physique could be described
the knowledge he had today, he may
have adorn.ed his crush's valentine
most accurately as "well-developed", much like the girls Old
with a smooth line like, "I'll be over
Daniel has impure thoughts
your house after school to watch
about today.
Saved by the Bell. We'll make
out", or "You know, you and
Unlike Old Daniel,
Young Daniel was pure
I could go all the way to
of heart and mind, unsecond base since you're
corrupted by puberty
the only girl in the entire
and its sin inducing
school besides the teachers
hormones.
that has boobs". ,
A true romantic,
But, Young Daniel had not
Young Daniel decidmastered the art of the pickup
line, and the best Young Daniel
ed that Valentine's Day
would be the day to make
could muster on the back of his
his move. He turned to the
crush's Splinter Valentine was:
only people he knew could help him get "Come here often?" Young Daniel could
his message of love across: The Teenage not seal the deal.
They say hindsight is 20/20, and I
Mutant Ninja Turtles.
Young Daniel purchased a box of know I should have come up with a better
Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles Valen- pickup line. It also might have not been
tine's cards, and in the blink of an eye the best idea to give my crush a Valentine
Valentine's Day arrived. Young Daniel's featuring a cartoon rat. These are lessons
heart raced as. he passed out his Ninja everyone needs to learn someday, and I
Turtle valentine's cards.
learned them the hard way.

v a lentine's Day is upon us. It's also receive school-wide fame, eternal
time once again for the young bragging rights, and a possible opportugentlemen ofFairfield to start pre- nity for a future date. This is basically the
paring their Valentine applications if they equivalent of a dating internship. Appliso choose to pursue everyone's favorite cants should not assume that this will lead
Mirror journalist: me.
to a relationship, as this is hardly likely to
Essays may be submitted in word or be the case.
video format, and should be in before Feb.
In response to critics (yes, I know
11, when a panel of judges and I will
it's hard to believe, but there are critics
begin the rigorous interview proevery year), I realize that my dating
cess. Feb. 13 will be my annual
methods may seem a bit unconven"Bachelorette"-style (or "I Love
tional.
New York," if you prefer) date
However, my papa tells me I'm
a heart-breaker, and papas don't lie.
with the top five finalists to deI have to believe that... nay, I know
termine who will ultimately be
my Valentine's Day date.
that the reason it · may appear
Due to the overthat I am in a bit of what a peswhelming response exsimist/glass-is-half-empty type
perienced in previous
may call a "dating drought"
years we will not be
is purely because the men
able to accept late apof Fairfield find me a bit inplications.
timidating. With my flowing
Applicants should
blond hair, quick wit, overall
be full time undergreat looks and charming
grads, single (it seems
personality, who could blame
so obvious, but previous
them really?
experience has proven that it must be said),
Boys, I just want to let you know that
and available to devote the entire day I realize you're scared; I'm scared too. I' m
of February 14th to woo-ing yours truly. just like you really. I just want to hang
Pluses would be: tall, ruggedly handsome, out, take it easy, maybe crack some Natty
intelligent, Irish, and a fan of talking about Lights and make a few bad decisions.
I hope that you will all continue to
me. Smokers, the unemployed, and overall
sleaze-bags need not apply. Basically, I send in your applications to the Mirror
· office as you have in the past and I look
don't want no scrubs.·
Besides enjoying a fabulous day and forward to hearing from all of you soon.
in advance for
interest.
~-~H~e~~~o~ffi!e~d2a!t~o~th~e~r~~~~~~--------------~aroman~d~~th
~w~~~ll Thank
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COFFEE BREAK

/UDOKU JUMBO
@2006 Joshua O'Connell. All Rights Reserved. http://www.in·pursullc:om

~

'"UDOKU

ANUMBER

LOGIC P UZZLE

®2006 Joshua O'Connell. All Rlgllts Reserved. http:// www.in·pursultcom

ASudoku Jumbo puzzle issolved just like regular Sudoku, but it'sbigger. Place the numbers 1through 9 in the grid so they appear once in
.
Instead of numbers, the letters Athrough Pare used.
each row, column, and nine-box square.
Each letter appears once in each row, column and 16-box square.
. PUllLE #2 ·MEDIUM
PUllLE #1 • EASY
.
Cross off as letters are fully used: ABCDEFGHI JKLMN0 P 9 4 1
5 3
6
7
3
4
8 3 9
5 2 4 2
5 8
1 9
0
G c H E
2 6 8
9
2
J
0
K
L
2
4 3 8 5
3
5
H
M
A
E I
0
7 8 6
9
3
4
7
2 1
8
p
J
M
E
0
A H
5 7 6 9
8
3
6
p
9
M
I E 0
L
4 7 6
0
3
7 2
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Looking for the answers? Head online to check
your answers at www.fairfieldmirror.com

Looking for the answers? Head online to check
.
your answers at www.fairfieldmirror.com

Week of

11/6/2006

Week of
11/ 6/ 2006

SCRAMBLED
EGGS
- - - WORD GAME- - -

by joshua O'ConneU

By the Numbers

by Joshua O'Connell

ACROSS
1. Luke used a Light one
6. snakes
10. one who utilizes something
14. type of acid related to protein
15.challenge
16. missile storage space
17. fats
18. opera singer's solo
19. Bush thought this was evil
20. Martin Short/Steve Martin
vehicle (2 wds.)
23. a deer... a female deer
24. information
25. roads
27. singer Corinne Bailey
30. take care
32. a metallic sound, like from a
bell
33. Japanese animation
35. Brand of detergent
37. therefore
40. not gonna do it (hyph.)
41. natural ability
42. feeble
43. He 'wrote about a chocolate
factory
44. singer Loretta
45. They laugh a lot
46. money in Western Samoa
48. shivering episode
50. pig locale
51. nonmalignant tumor
54. thing
56. poetic before
57. Slurpee stop (2 wds.)
62. story
64. not mean
65. treasure discovery
66. smallest component in
science
67. vehicles, at least one type
68. a shield's border
69. stitches together
70. difficult concern
71. people who glare

@2006 Joshua O'Conn~ll. All Rights Reserved. http:/f www.ln-pursullcom

Use the six letters to form words. Each letter is used only as many times it appears.
Only common wordsare used; Plurals and proper nouns are not accepted.

------------ 3LETTER~ORDS ------------

~~~ ~~~ w~ ~~~ ~w
~~~ ~~~ ~~~ ~~~ ~w
~~~ ~~~

----------- 4LFnERWORDS-----------

DOWN
1. pepper complement
2. female domestic
3. Ethiopian money
4. ceased
5. having a color similar to 13 Down
6. extremely
7. outfit worn by Hindu women
8. arrogant people (slang)
9. water animal (2 wds.)
10. America, for short
11. Kevin Bacon game (2 wds.)
12. With 61 Down, an Untouchable
13. love-offering flowers
21. consumed
22. generally paired with Lanka
26. foe
27. famous objectivistAyn
28. small buffalo
29. Disney wolf movie (2 wds.)
31. she was a Princess, once

34. tooth type
36. dirtiness
38. polite guy, for short
39. fine
41. flashy dance
45. from _ t o _ (foot related)
(2 wds.)
47. Angeles prefix
49. a language, and a group
of people, that live in the
southwest
· 51. cheese types (sounds like a
party to me)
52. angry
53. relating to birds
55. Christmas prefiX
58. very light brown
59. type of rodent
60. at all
61. Last name of 12 down
63. printing term for bigger spaces

Lookingfor theanswers? Headonlinetocheck
your answers at www.fairfieldmirror.com

Week of

11/ 6/ 2006
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-5 LETTER~ORDS - · -----

QDDQD []JDDQ QDDDD
DDDQD DDDDD

------------6LEnffiR~ORDS ------------

[]QQODD

Lookingfor the answers? Head online to check
your answers at www.fairfieldmirror.com

Week of
5/1/2006

www.fairfieldmirror.com
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QuESTION OF THE WEEK
by

Meghan Chase

_"'~............._ about
_..._ _ _:&.......

the changes

Spam Jam?

I feel like it's unfair to change a
tradition without a significant
reason.

Jam, a Luau,
races. The party
has just gone downhill

--Caitlin McDonough '1 0

''
You should keep Spam j4m a~ the
townhouse because that's'fr':dition
and people look forward to that.
--Mamadou Dia.khate '08

''

·'''

tiil~
,.;_
. ·. . · ·-.··... !I
' "'~
...........
. ··-··...
.

.

.

.

11/J
-...
·a.
·:..<!,

I think it should be up to the
upperclassmen for such a drastic
change to happen to one ofthe few
Fairfield traditions we have left.

I really don't know much
about it, but I feel like people
are really disappointed.

--Robert Scribner '09

--Lydia Yohannes ' 10

''

................ ..................................................... ... ..... .. ..... .. ... ..... .... ..... .. ... ... ... .......

~Fairfield
~ UNIVERSITY
Career Corner
Seniors .•.
Only 323 members of the Class of 2007 have uploaded their resumes
on eRecruiting. If you are someone who hasn't, you are missing out.
Don't know how to upload your resume? We can help!
Employer Application Deadlines for Seniors:

on the Post Road across fmm Pnst Office

1241 Post Road • Fairfield, CT

Semi Gel.Nmls • Body~ • ~ •l't!dic!am •NIIil.Wap ~· Bac1y Wii:

Enterprise Rent-a-Car
Navigant Consulting,lnc.
General Reinsurance Corporation
Morrow & Co.,lnc.
Synapse Group, Inc.
ADP
AON Reinsurance
IBM (Southbury)
Unum Provident

Management Trainee
Engineering Consultant
Underwriter Trainee
Assistant Account Executive
Account Coordinator/
Associate Analyst
Outside Sales
Account Representative/
Actuarial Analyst
Professional Accountant
Sales Consultant Trainee

Feb. 9
Feb. 12
Feb. 12
Feb. 12
Feb. 14
Feb. 15
Feb. 15
Feb. 15
Feb. 15

Summer Internship Application Deadlines:
Mclagan Partners
Analyst
ERE Accountants & Advisors
Audit/Tax
UBS Investment Bank
Information Technology Intern
General Electric Information Management Leadership Internship
General Electric Financial Management Program Internship

Be sure to check out job descriptions on eRecruiting and apply!!!
DROP- IN - HOURS

(203) 255-3330

Houn: Morrfri 9-AS - 7:00pm. Sat 9:30- 6:30 r:m
L--~------------

·

-"~

~-

. . -· - . .

Do you have a quick question??? Want your resume reviewed ...
Tuesday or Thursday 1:30 p.m.- 4:00 p.m.
Career Planning Center in the Kelley Center

Feb. 9
Feb.9
Feb. 13
Feb. 14
Feb. 14

">

•
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Riding to Excellence·
Saddling Up With the Fairfield Equestrian Club
FRANK RoMANo

and we're extremely hardworking,"
she said.
Fairfield's success has a lot to
Going into the spring semester,
the Fairfield equestrian club team is
do with its ability to attract experienced riders who already have a
sitting pretty.
After competitions in the fall,
solid work ethic and a strong passion for horse ricling.
the team is in first place in its New
"We all have different backYork/Connecticut bracket, titled
grounds, but most people do ride at
Zone 2/Region 4. Five riders have
home," said Elysse Ruschmeyer, a
already qualified for the Regional
freshman rider who has competed
Show this March.
in all but one of the competitions
This is no small feat, as Region
this year.
4 encompasses competitive teams
To register, Fairfield students
- both Varsity and Club- from ll
schools other than Fairfield.
must go through a lengthy register"We're all feeling great about
ing and screening process.
this upcoming season," said Monica
"You have to fill out a comprehensive form about your pre.
. .
.
. . . .
.
.
.
.
.
Cluff '07, who, along with Sabrina
Trager '07 is one of two senior J umpmg Around: The Fa1rf1eld Equestnan team IS st1ll ndmg h1gh as they contmue 1nto the1r spnng season. vious show experience and that
.
'
The team remains first in the New York/Connecticut bracket and recently had seven riders invited to the elite
determines what level you are in
captams.
·
.
h
fi
d d . liournament o f Champ1ons.
in terms of showing," said Alison
mce
t
e
team
was
oun
e
m
S
1992, Fairfield equestrian has made
time that Fairfield has attained such an year Fairfield competes against other schools
Irving, a freshman horse rider who
quite a name for itself.
in the surrounding region.
honor.
signed on with the squad last semester just
"We are currently and have tradition"We've always been invited to the TourThe competitions involve a style of rid- to attend ricling lessons.
In addition, Irving said .there is also
ally since our incep~on [been] one of the nament of Champions because we've always ing known as "hunt seat equitation," which
strongest programs in our [region]," said been a recognized team in the Northeast," is based on a rider's position.
a rider evaluation that incorporates both
Fairfield alumni and current assistant coach said Cluff.
Each competition has two parts: a "flat" phases of a typical horsC? show.
So far for the 2006-2007 season, the class and a "fences" class.
Once members of the club team, riders
Catherine Larocque.
In fact, over the last decade, Fairfield team is ahead in the standings by almost 20
Points are awarded to each rider based train at nearby New Canaan Mounted Troop
has been the Region 4 team champion an points. Its toughest competitors, Columbia, on his or her performance in these two and Fox Ridge Farm, both located within a
amazing six times. The last championship N.Y. U. and Yale, are all vying for the second groupings. The points are also registered half hour of campus.
came in 2003.
place slot.
with the rider's team.
All riders are required to perform at
This year, Fairfield is under the direcDuring the last weekend in January,
At the end 9f the year the team with shows and attend two lessons per week.
seven Fairfield riders - one representing tion of new Head Coach Kelly Anne Taylor, the highest point total, as well as individuFor Cluff, the program s future is very
each of seven clifferent skill levels - got in- a professional instructor who won numerous als with a certain amount of points, go on bright.
"I feel wonderful about the future years
vited to the elite Tournament of Champions, accolades in her days as an intercollegiate to the Regional Show. The best of the best
rider. She took over for long-time Head at regionals advance to the Zone Show and ahead:" she said.."We have strong, dedicated
a horse show for the nation's top teams.
freshmen who have lots of talent. We have
The Tournament took place in Athens, Coach Lisa Bailey, who started the program from there, to the National Show.
a.nd there!s
Ga. Fairfield's riders competed against riders in 1992 and retired last year.
With approximately one-third of the gr~at sophomores and :;y
Like all college equestrian teams, season left to go, Trager has an extremely going to be great juniors leacling the way_
from 26 other schools, located in places as
far-flung as Ohio, California and Virginia·.
Fairfield is a member of the Intercollegiate optimistic outlook.
next year."
"We're extremely determined this year
Accorclipg to Cluff, this is not the first Horse Show Association. Throughout the
BY

Hours:
Monday througl,r. Thursday
7:00pm- I 1:45pm
Friday & Saturday
7:00pm-12:45am
Sunday
,.
7:00pm- I 1:45pm

We accept
Dining Dollars
And

Stag Bucks

~

a

I

...

SQ~
Campus Seryiees

ASK ABOUT DAILY SANDWICH SPECIALS!

WRAPS -WRAPPED IN YOUR CHOICE OF TORTILLA· $6.95
Chicken Athena
grilled chicken,feta cheese, lettuce, tomato, balsamic vinaigrette
GriiJed Chicken Caesar
grilled chicken, romaine, Parmesan cheese, low fat Caesar dressing
Thai Chicken
grilled chicken\ jack cheese, lettuce, tomato, spicy Thai peanut sauce
Renia's Favorite Turkey Wrap
turkey, muenster cheese, lettuce, apple butter, bacon. and mayonnaise

We Drive You.in Your Car

The Low Cost Alternative to
I
Airport Van Services & Limousines
Serving All Airports, Piers, Casinos, NYC
Door-to-Door, Non-Stop,
Personalized Service
24-hours-a-day, 7 -days-a-week
10% Discount for new customers & referrals

-

PANINI ·SERVED ON FOCACCIA BREAD AND GRILLED·
Clticken Sedona
grilled chicken, jack cheese, tomato, pesto sauce
Monte Cristo
turkey, ham, swiss cheese, tomato, russian

Fairfield or Westport To:
LGA: $78 .JFK: $81
Prices include I 0% new customer discount &
15% gratuity; tolls not included. Call for other rates.

V ISA

Economical & Convenient; Arrive Relaxed!

~et aiving &-vic~ [[(
"Your Car Our Driver"

203-371-0114 or Toll Free 866-80-Valet
www. valetdrivingservice.com
MEMBER

Balboa

roast beef. swis$ cheese. garlic butter
Veggie Pan1no
mozzarella, roasted red peppers, toptato, artichoke hearts, pesto sauce
Tuna'Panino
tuna salad, swi!Ys cheese, tomato
Hours:
SUPER SOUPS
Weekdays
Saturday
Sunday

6:30am to 5:00 pm
9:00am to 3:00 pm
Closed

SENSATIONAL SANDWICHES
WONDROUS WRAPS
PANINI AND MORE!

www.fairfieldmirror.com
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THE STAFF

The
Questions
1 . Best S up e r B o vv 1
Cotnmercial
2. Higher seed: Men's 01
Women's Basketball?
3. Thoughts on Spam

Jan1
4. Sno\v : Yay or Nay'?

A hamster beating on a mouse. Classic.
That was the only decent commercial.

The men are malcing a nice push. but it's
all about the women this year, as has been
my experience with the opposite sex my
entire life.

Do either play on campus?

Amazing! [ cah't wait to drink with freshmen in a ''beer garden" in the Quad... Not.

Let's just drink in my basement and call
it a night. PH bring the beers. I'll bring the
beers.

I love snow, but the possibility of it is
fading faster than my beloved Rangers'
playoff hopes.

How about I just ship the five feet of snow
that's in my Colorado backyard?

If it's this cold, it might as well be snowing. Either way I'm looking forward to
spring and intramural softball.

I can't pronounce either well. However,
saying Van Schaick still makes me sound
like an idiot.

This Week on
Mirror Sports
Online:

MAAC basketball
coverage on
mirrorsports.blogspot.com

Taking It to the Next Level
Senior guard Michael Van Schaick led
the team in scoring with 25 points, just two
shy of his career high.
Fellow senior Marty O'Sullivan tied a
career high with 13 points, to go along with
a team-high five rebounds.
There was no break for the Stags, just
three days later they returned home to take
on Loyola.
The Stags went into the first half with
a 31-30 lead, but came out slow in the second half and failed to score for the first six
minutes. Loyola led by as many as 14 points
and Fairfield cut that lead to lO with three
minutes left.
It was fitting that Han ended the game
with the rebound and foul shots, because he
was the one who carried the Stags to victory.
With Fairfield trailing 62-52, Han
knocked down a three pointer to cut the lead
to seven.
That basket began a 13-0 run for the
Stags to finish the game. Han scored 10 of
the 13 points over that stretch and also came
up big on the defensive end.
Fairfield forced four straight Loyola tumovers, two forced by the sophomore guard.
Han took a charge with 30 seconds left that
. set up the game winning three-pointer.
He finished the game with a team-high
19 points, while freshman Anthony Johnson

Women. Hands down.

Rock, paper, scissors. You throw paper. I throw a rock. I win. Bud Lights all
around.

I hate Spam and the only jamming occurs when Dave Matthews takes to Madison Square Garden. Who cares anymore?
Fairfield is on alcohol lock down.

5. Matnadou Diakhatc
or Diken1be Muto1nbo'?

CoNTINUED FROM P. 24

The commercials were about as good as
Prince's halftime performance.

recorded his first career double double with
12 points and lO rebounds. ·
The difficult schedule will continue for
the Stags as they try and improve their winning streak to eight games against second
place Marist in Poughkeepsie,NY.on Thursday. The Stags then have to travel to Loyola
for a second game against the Greyhounds
in a week.
''This is a game by game process. We
don't care about winning streaks, we care
about our next opponent," said Cooley. "We
don't want to get caught up on any hoopla or
anything."

Mamadou just sounds better.
j

•

Lacrosse scrimmage
results and 'upcoming
schedule

Mamadou Diakhate is definitely more fun
to say, but l'love Mutombo's blocked -shot
celebration.

Pro Sports Coverage
on the Pro Sports Blog

Men's Basketball Report Card:

.·

i-Game Winning Streak Edition
The best defense is a good offense:

.

The Stags' offense has been good enough to win games during the seven-game streak.
WhHe there is still room for improvement (Fairfield is in eighth place in the MAAC
in scoring, averaging 61.2 points per game) the Stags have come through on the
offensive end when they need to. Michael Van Schaick continues to lead the team
in scoring with 14.5 points per game, but the rest of the team is still inconsistent.
The team is growing more comfortable in Head Coach Ed Cooley's offense and
should continue to improve with each game.

Grade: C+
When the offense fails, rely on the defense:
The Stags' defense has been solid all year long and during the past two games it has
been the defense that has led the way. Fairfield remains the top team in the MAAC
in scoring defense, allowing 64.3 points per game. The Stags held Loyola's Gerald
Brown, the eighth leading scorer in the country, to just 13 points, well under his
season average of 22.5 points.

Grade: A
Teach the intangibles:
Throughout the winning streak the Stags have done the little things effectively to
win games. Cooley has emphasized the importance of rebounding and not turning
the ball over aU season and finally the Stags are doing what Cooley wants them to.
Fairfield out-rebounded Loyola by seven boards.

Grade: B+
Overall: AThe Stags have found what it takes to win games when they need to. Against
Loyola in one of the biggest games of the year, Fairfield fought back from a 14
point deficit to win by three.
Shake, rattle, and roll: Michael Van
Schaick '07 continues to dominate the
Stags' offense and lead on the court.

-TOM CLEARY

22 FEBRUARY- 8, 2007

SPORTS

It Takes Two
·.

Women Win SOOt~ Game on Their Second Try
BY CHRlS SIMMONS

Manhattan shot 56.6 percent from
the floor, including over 60 percent in the
The women's basketball team reached second half.
a milestone over the weekend. However,
Head Coach Dianne N61an was disapit needed two tries to do it.
pointed with the team's performance on
The program recorded its 500'h win the defensive end.
. .\
overall in it-s 33 years of existence.
"We pride ourselvesour defense
Fairfield is currently 500-394 after beating and it just looked like we were out of sorts.
Rider, 73-57.
We were doing things that we haven't
The Stags had a chance on Friday done in a long time," she said. "We left
to notch the win, but fell short, losing to our feet, didn't stay on the ground, didn't
Manhattan, 74-61.
rotate, didn't find people early enough.
Despite the Joss, the Stags remain in Just fundamentally not good."
third place in the MAAC with a record of
The Stags commit 19.1 turnovers per
8-4 and 12-ll overall.
game on average, while forcing L8.5 by
Fairfield was up and down over the their opponents.
Fairfield has been averaging 1.2 more
weekend, reaching a low against Manhattan, while rebounding with a solid game points per game than its oppgnents, despite
their impressive winning record.
against Rider.
Even on tile offensive
side, it was a struggle. The
Stags shot only 24 percent in
the second half.
Elyse Raby/ The Mirror
"I thought when we had
some easy looks that would There's something about Nolan: Sunday's win against Rider marked the 500th win overhave kept us closer and may- all, another milestone for Nolan and women's basketball.
be put us over the top, we
missed," said Nolan.
much better. We made Rider shoot bad MAAC.
Right in front of her is fellow junior
Despite struggling on Fri- shots and got many steals. It was our point
day, the women rebounded in of emphasis and the players responded," guard Meka Werts, who has a team-leading 43 steals, well enough for third in
their game against Rider with said Nolan.
a 73-57 win.
Despite the vastly different games, the conference. She hao four in the game
·
Rider
>·- an d averageu
'rtrr_,80
· per
. pomts
Nolan knew going into the the Stags tried to play their normal brand agamst
game over the weekend.
game that the players would of basketball.
Wrice again had a stellar week, averSophomore forward Baendu Lowenrespond.
"The players did not feel aging 13.5 p.p.g. along with a game-high thal was another solid performer over
averagin,g 14.5 poiunts per
good about Friday's game. We 18 against Manhattan, despite injuring her the weekend,
••
h#J ... ., •
..
knew it was not a good show- wrist in the game.
game.
ing. They were very anxious
"It's fine. I just hurt it real quick,"
Not only did Lowenthal provide scor·
ing for the Stags, she also was a force on
to get back out on the court to she said.
play and win," she said.
Wrice said that the difference in the the boards.
She had a double-double against Rider
Unlike Friday, the Stags games was a matter of hitting shots. ·
were tough on defense on Sun"We tum the ball over, but we hit our with I 0 rebounds to go along with her
game-high 17 points. Against Manhattan,
day, forcing 23 turnovers while shots," she said.
she
had 12 points and nine rebounds, fallcorning up with 19 steals.
Nolan echoed that sentiment.
"We like to press but we can't press ing one short of another double-double.
They limited Rider to 24
Elyse Raby/The Mirror percent shooting in the first
The Stags look to avenge their loss to
unless we can put the ball in the basket. We
Makin' Moves: After falling to Manhattan on Friday
Manhattan on Friday in Riverdale. A win
half and only 33 percent for were just really out of sorts," she said.
night, the Stags pick it back up with a win over Rider on the game.
Wrice also added three steals, giving would guarantee the Stags stay in third
Sunday.
"Our defense effort was her 42 steals for the season, fifth in the place in the MAAC.
'

Where is the Red
Sea?
CONNORS' CORNER

~EtTH CoNNORS

.'.
As soon as Brett Harvey's desperation
three went ·out of bounds at the buzzer,
Head Coach Ed Cooley and crew ran down
the court towards the band and the student
section and let their emotions go, screaming
and waving at the crowd on hand.
It was about as emotional as you' II ever
see these guys.
Cooley? He added a boisterous "This
is our house! This is our house!" yell, much
to the delight on the alumni and fans that
got to hear it.
It was a well deserved release, since the
Stags had just battled the an elite MAAC
team in Loyola (Md.) and carne back from
a 13 point deficit with a little over eight
minutes to play.
Even the staunchest Stag fans would
have admitted such a sight was inconceivable just a few short weeks ago.
Yet there's a glaring fact even more
amazing: there was barely anyone there to
see it.

oh
{•

And by anyone, I'm referring to students.
The Arena at Harbor Yard in Bridgeport
has been Fairfield's home since the 2001-02
season. A relatively new building, Harbor
Yard is a state-of-the-art facility that has
a capacity of upwards of 9,000 and plays
home to our beloved Stags and the American
Hockey League's Bridgeport Soundtigers.
In other words, it puts Alumni Hall to
shame.
As Athletic Direction Gene Doris put it,
"It's the envy of most of our opponents."
Then why has the Red Sea been missing
in action all season?
There are certainly a few explanations
for the lack offan support for the men's team
this season and in years past.
First of aU, students may have a lack of
knowledge about Bridgeport and the arena.
Most would probably look at a ten minute
trip down 1-95 as a burden and not worth
the time. After all, it isn't exactly the best
neighborhood in Connecticut.
The truth is that a majority of the people
that attend Fairfield simply don't know the
procedure. Every game has a fan bus that
provides transportation to and from Bridgeport absolutely free of charge.
In addition, there are other programs
that have been implemented of late to bolster
student turnout.
Doris pointed to various efforts from
student groups as a sign that students here

do care.
"Stags in the Stands is a program
designed to commend students for their
attendance and support of athletic events,"
Doris said. "The more events [you] attend,
the more points they get."
Stags in the Stands has even gone as far
as offering free tickets and meals to students
that make the trip to Harbor Yard, which has
only helped attendance marginally.
Has it really come down to sheer bribery?
In fairness, most students' knowledgeable about Stags basketball will tell you
that the team's losing ways earlier this year
played an integral role in their decision to
not attend games.
The early portion of the season was not
kind to the Stags, who stumbled mightily out
of the gate to the tune of a 2-10 record.
Chuck Walters '10 claims that winning
plays a large part in a student's decision.
"Definitely," he said. "I mean, I went to
games before, but now [that they're winning]
of course I'll go."
Now, this team is successful. The same
can be said for the women, who are quietly
having an unbelievable season and should
be considered one of the pre-MAAC tournament favorites to win it.
With the Stags on a seven-game winning streak and playing with plenty of
momentum, students need to make every
effort to attend these games. This Fairfield

team has a strong chance to make a run in
the MAAC tournament, which is just around
the corner.
And that's after playing onJy two home
games all year, the two played at Alumni
Hall. The only two games all year where
we witnessed a raucous fan section.
It's time for us, the students of Fairfield,
to make the Harbor Yard games a home game
for this team. We need to give them a home
court advantage they've earned over the past
few weeks. Currently, it's just a pretty arena
- nothing more than a neutral site.
With the students help, it would be the
most intimidating of venues.
At the end of the day, there's a reason
that people prefer games at Alumni Hall to
Harbor Yard. It turns out that it has nothing to do with nostalgia and aura, tradition
and history as much as it has to do with the
people.inside it.
"A Jot more people go to [Alumni]. And
when a lot more [people go], there's more
school spirit," said Walters.
The students here need to realize the
power they have. They can bring that Red
Sea spirit to the Arena at Harbor Yard and
make it the MAAC's most ominous venue
just in time to help the Stags on their championship run.
Ultimately, it comes down to the students.
It' s time to make Harbor Yard our
house.

www.fairfieldminor.com
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All smiles: Diakhate '08 hears chants from the Red Sea as he has become a staple of Stags' basketball for his enthusiasm and hard work on the court.

BY

KErrn CoNNoRS

Tired, relieved and elated, Mamadou
Diakhate couldn't help but smile.
Some would smirk because of the 13point effort that many considered to be his
best game all season.
Others would be overjoyed for nailing a
game-tying shot in the game's final moments
despite suffering from flu-like symptoms.
As if that wasn't enough, the blaring
"MA-MA-DOU!" chant from the student
cheering section would surely get him.
Yet none of those matched his explanation.
"Well I feel good now ... after.the win,"
he claimed with a laugh.
That shot - and a gritty 28 minutes off

the bench from Diakhate - led to their third
consecutive victory. The streak now stands
at seven consecutive wins, the highest in the
past 21 years.
That particular game against Iona had
not come easy; the Stags were down by
three with a mere 24 seconds left after playing from behind for most of the game. An
anxious Gaels bench was ecstatic, cheering
and jumping up and down at the thought that
their first win of the season was imminent.
That was until Diakhate picked a most
opportune moment to make the first threepoint shot of his Fairfield career with three
seconds on the clock to send the game into
overtime.
Diakhate normally aided the Stags
by playing great defense and providing
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intangibles.
On that day, he added his shooting
touch.
That game seemed indicative of the
winning trend that has developed for
Fairfield lately.
A bruising, competitive sixth man,
Diakhate's reemergence as a presence on
and off the court is a significant reason why
the Stags now find themselves in the fourth
place tie and on the cusp of the MAAC elite
with a 8-5 conference record.
As if that wasn't enough, that record
puts them in a possible position for a first
round bye.
It didn't seem too long ago that Diakhate
seemed to be stuck on the bench with no sign
of hope, not too much unlike his team.
After a preseason concussion cost him
the first six games of the season, Diakhate
had played sparingly throughout the majority of the early portion of the season. He
would commonly check in for defensive
purposes, but consistent playing time
seemed like an uncertainty.
Through Fairfield's first 12 games,
Diakhate had played a total of 52 minutes,
with his season-high stuck at 12.
After the team's winter recess, Diakhate
had topped five minutes in ohly one of the
team's six contests. The Stags were winless
over that span.
But the lack of playing time never really
hurt his spirit.
"I never complain about play time,"
said Diakhate. "Even if I sit the whole year,
I'll never complain. I'm [always] ready."
His watershed moment came in the
Stags' first battle against Canisius at Harbor Yard, a game in which the Stags' found
themselves down by as many as 19 in the
first half.
An irate Head Coach Ed Cooley pulled
nearly all of his starters to send a message.
A charge, a steal and a few shots later,
Diakhate had help~d changed the momentum of the game.
More importantly, the Stags came
back and won, which went a long way towards helping Diakhate become a Cooley
favorite.
An old adage says coaches love players
who do "the little things".
Cooley is no different.
"A leader is definitely being born before
our eyes," said Cooley. "I like Mamadou's
tenacity. He's able to do the small th4lgs,
and in basketball the small things really

L.----------------------------~----' help teams win."

And winning is exactly what the Stags
have been doing lately.
Their recent success is a product of a
myriad of things: improved defensive play,
strong bench contributions and tremendous
sharpshooting from senior captain Michael
Van Schaick.
However, it's no coincidence that
their recent stride has paralleled with the
playing time and intangible contributions,
both obvious and subtle, that Diakhate has
provided.
And while there has been a change in
the Stags' fortunes and Diakhate's playing
time of late, it hasn't done a thing to change
the man.
. "That's just his personality," said senior
Michael Van Schaick. "I remember last year
he didn't play a couple of games and I still
think he was the same person he is today."
As long as Diakhate is his intense
and bruising self, the recent string may
continue.
His play could go a long way toward
helping the Stags for the rest of the regular
season and beyond.
And because of that, Diakhate is all
smiles.

Standing tall: Despite inconsistent playing
time, Diakhate continues to be a threat
on the court and endear himself to the
Fairfield community.
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All together now: Greg Nero '10 and the Stags have been revived under Head Coach Ed Cooley and are challenging fo r a top seed in the MAAC.

Men's basketball riding seven-game winning streak and competing with MAAC's best
BY

ToM CLEARY

The crowd noise rose to a level rarely
heard in the Arena at Harbor Yard on Monday
night as sophomore point guard Jonathan Han
grabbed a rebound with three seconds remaining in the game against Loyola (Md.)
Han was fou led and sent to the line,
where he made two free throws to seal a thrilling 65-.62 Stags victory.
Head Coach Ed Cooley gave an exhausted smile and wave following the win as
the small but loud, student section chanted
his name. Cooley then yelled out to the fans,

"This is our house! This is our house!"
It was the perfect expression for such
an up and down game, one that took energy
and pure heart to win and a game that will be
remembered as one of the best in Fairfield
history.
"We have been consistent with our approach since day one. Obviously with time,
kids mature better together," said Cooley.
"Its just time. Time we are spending together,
guys learning what they are doing, learning
to play together. 11
"We're a tight group. After suffering
losses like the Rider game, I think we picked

it up in practice, got tighter and all stepped
up," Han said. "We are tired of losing and
winning feels great. 11
As unlikely as it may have been on Jan.
12 after Fairfield lost its fourth straight game
to Rider in a crushing last second shot, the
Stags are playing the best basketball in the
MAAC.
The team is now 10-15 overall and 8-5 in
the MAAC, which puts them in fourth place,
just one game behind Loyola.
The win pushed the Stags' streak to seven
games, the longest streak since 1985-86, when
that team also won seven straight.

Fairfield was forced with the tough task
of traveling to Canisius on Friday to defend
its five-game winning streak.
The Stags controlled the game the entire
night, trailing only once 4-3 in the first minutes of the game.
.
They led by as many as 15 points but
allowed the Griffs to stay close and eventually tie the game at 55 with 3:05 to go in the
game. From there Fairfield took over and
pulled away to secure the victory, not allowing
Canisius back within three points.
SEE "TAKING IT" P.
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